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AAVP Mission Statement 

The mission of the AAVP is to lead and partner with our members in advancing veterinary parasitology education, 

research, practice and service to improve human and animal health.  AAVP members are practitioners, educators, 

and scientists from academia, industry, and government.  We will accomplish this mission by providing: 

 An annual conference for sharing research and educational advances 

 Support to students interested in veterinary parasitology 

 A bi-annual educators symposium 

 Electronic discussion forums 

 Veterinary publications 

 Speakers and programs to veterinary professional meetings 
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From the President

 Dear Colleagues and Friends,  

It is once again time to get ready for the Annual AAVP meeting in St. Louis! 

Andy has been working hard behind the scenes putting together an exciting and 

informative program including the NCVP clicker question session and our annual YITG 

Auction. Lindsay and the executive committee have also picked out the location for 2026 

– Puerto Rico!

With summer and the upcoming annual meeting come rotations on the Executive 

Committee and the nominations committee. Jennifer Ketzis, who will be rotating off the 

committee, has provided a lot of guidance and her input will be missed. Elyssa Campbell 

will also be rolling off the committee and replaced by Tiana Sanders, joining Rachel 

Smith as the two student officers. Adriano Vatta will be joining the committee as the new Vice President and Dean will 

remain our Secretary Treasurer. Elyssa Campbell and Molly Savadelis will join the nomination committee. A big thank you 

to everyone that agreed to run for these positions and a big thank you to everyone that voted!  

I would also like to recognize and congratulate Dr. Martin Nielsen, our 2025 AAVP-Boehringer Ingelheim Distinguished

Veterinary Parasitologist award winner. Additionally, congratulations to graduate students Rachel Smith, recipient of the 

2025 AAVP-CAPC Graduate Student Award in Zoonotic Disease, and Katy Martin, recipient of the AAVP-Merck 

Outstanding Graduate Student Award.  

I am looking forward to seeing everyone in St. Louis! 

Submitted by Heather Walden, AAVP President 

Email: hdstockdale@ufl.edu  

From the Secretary/Treasurer 

Report will be given at the Annual Meeting. 

Heather Walden 
AAVP President 

mailto:hdstockdale@ufl.edu
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70th Annual Meeting of the AAVP – Conference Information 

Message from the Program Committee 

The AAVP Annual meeting will be held June 21-24, 2025 in St. Louis, Missouri at the 

Marriott St. Louis Grand Hotel. We have over 200 people registered and over 110 

abstracts submitted at the time of writing this for the newsletter. During the meeting, 

along with lots of social opportunities during breaks and sponsored events, you can 

connect with each other and check schedules using the meeting app on your smart 

phone.  

Our sponsors are a critical part of this meeting. Without their generous support, we 

would not be able to have the amazing social events nor be able to fund our speakers. 

This year, as with last year, many of our sponsors will have exhibit booths or tables, 

providing a great opportunity to learn more about their products and services.  

The 2025 program includes a variety of veterinary parasitology topics. We will follow 

our traditional Saturday afternoon to Tuesday afternoon programming outline with a few 

key changes. The poster promo (1 minute “elevator” pitch to the audience) will be held 

Saturday evening, following the plenary session, with the formal poster session on 

Sunday, June 22, in the evening in the Washington Room. For the accepted abstracts in 

each of the sessions, each presentation has been allotted 12 minutes plus an additional 3 

minutes for questions.  

We officially start on Saturday, June 21, with the Executive Board meeting with all the 

committee chairs in the Hawthorne/Lucas/Flora rooms. Here we will summarize the past year’s activities and plan for the 

coming year. If you are a committee chair, please plan to attend or delegate an individual from your committee to substitute 

for the chair. Each committee should have someone there.  

Registration opens at 12:30 pm on Saturday in the Landmark Foyer. Students should plan to arrive Saturday by 12:15 pm 

to attend the Meet and Greet luncheon in the Washington room, sponsored by Virbac. Please get to know your peers and 

plan to attend all the student organized functions. Students will receive their registration materials at the luncheon.  

The plenary session will begin at 2:00 pm on Saturday. Talks by Drs. Tim Geary and Mostafa Zamanian (University of 

Wisconsin-Madison) will focus on the current state of anthelmintic resistance and the mechanisms of action of 

anthelmintics. After these presentations, there will be a recorded presentation by the AAVP Distinguished Parasitologist 

Award winner, Dr. Martin Nielsen.  To close out the plenary sessions, Dr. Timi Wu will present on setting boundaries as a 

professional, which will be followed immediately after a panel presentation on building community in science. 

Immediately following these talks, we will have the 1-minute poster promos. The evening program concludes with Dr. 

Sarah Hamer presenting during the Elanco Symposium followed by the Elanco sponsored opening night social.  

Sunday morning is our traditional committee meetings, and the Education committee will meet Monday morning, in the 

Westmoreland/Kingsbury rooms. If you want to be part of a committee, this is the opportunity to step up and participate. 

New members and students are encouraged to participate in the committees. Sunday is packed with a full day of sessions 

and a noontime IDEXX Symposium, with a presentation by Wade Burton and Amy Porter, and includes lunch sponsored 

by IDEXX. The late afternoon kicks off with the formal poster session. The evening program consists of a presentation by 

Dr. Jeba Jesudoss Chelladurai at the Boehringer-Ingelheim Symposium and a Boehringer-Ingelheim sponsored evening 

social.  

Monday we will start the day with scientific sessions and will finish the morning with our Business Meeting at 10:30 am. 

The Business Meeting is important to attend and present organizational updates. Immediately following the Business 

Meeting, the popular AAVP-NCVP Parasite Case Session will occur and be moderated by Drs. Doug Carithers and 

Lindsay Starkey with lunch provided for attendees, sponsored by NCVP. On Monday afternoon we continue our scientific 

sessions and the DACVM meeting in the early evening. The evening program includes Dr. Pablo Jimenez Castro 

presenting during the Antech Symposium, followed by the Antech sponsored evening social and live auction. The live 

auction raises funds for students and the Young Investigator Travel Grant. The auction will begin promptly at 8:00 PM. 

Andy Moorhead 
President-Elect and 

Programming Chair 
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This year there will be designated seating and auction paddles. Two pieces from Dr. William Campbell’s collection will be 

auctioned off, along with other items donated by AAVP members.  

Tuesday morning will begin with presentations by the recipients of AAVP-Merck Animal Health Outstanding Graduate 

Student Award and AAVP-CAPC Graduate Student Award in Zoonotic Disease. This is followed by traditional President’s 

Symposium with the theme “Resistance: Is it futile?” Our invited speakers are Drs. Mike Dryden (Kansas State 

University), Leonor Sicalo Gianechini (University of Georgia), and Ray Kaplan (St. George’s University). Our student 

winners for best oral presentation and poster will be announced, with awards sponsored by Zoetis.  

Students should stay through to Wednesday morning as the student representatives, Dr. Elyssa Campbell and Rachel Smith 

are planning a Tuesday afternoon trip to the St. Louis Zoo.  

The program committee, Dr. Jennifer Ketzis, Dr. Heather Walden, Dr. Dean Dailey, Dr. Lindsay Starkey, Dr. Elyssa 

Campbell, Rachel Smith and I would like to thank our sponsors. Their sponsorship enables us to have a great social 

program and keep our registrations fees low, enabling high student attendance. I would also like to give a very big thanks 

to our management team at The Rees Group. Without Kris, Steph, and Jess, this conference may have only had a few dry 

erase boards for presentations and juice boxes and vending machine food for snacks. All of us on the program committee 

are looking forward to seeing you in St. Louis and hearing about your research and life updates. 

 

 

 

AAVP Business Meeting Agenda 

Monday, June 23, 2024: 10:30-12:00 noon  

Landmark Ballroom 4-7 

Agenda (duration of times are approximate): 

1. 10:30-10:35 Opening remarks (Heather Walden) 

a. Approval of the 2024 meeting agenda 

2. 10:35-10:40 President’s Report (Heather Walden) 

3. 10:40-10:45 Program Chair’s Report (Andy Moorhead) 

4. 10:45-11:10 Committee updates  

5. 11:10-11:15 Secretary-Treasurer report (Dean Daily) 

6. 11:15-11:25 Remaining old business (AAVP members) 

7. 11:25-11:35 New business (AAVP members) 

8. 11:35-11:45 Next year’s AAVP Meeting (Lindsay Starkey) 

9. 11.45-11.55 AAVP awards (Megan Lineberry and Emily Curry) 

10. 11:55-12:00 Close and transfer of presidency (Heather Walden) 

 

 

Annual Meeting Daily Program 

The programming chair, Dr. Andy Moorhead, has put together a meeting that is fully packed with all things parasitology! 

In the following pages, you’ll find the outlined schedule of events that includes a half day of plenary talks and awards 

(Saturday), two full days of scientific talks (Sunday & Monday), social events and posters. We will wrap-up with a 

symposium looking at the history and future of parasiticide resistance (Tuesday), student awards and a special session on 

wellbeing in veterinary medicine. Don’t worry if you misplace this newsletter, the schedule will also be available on the 

meeting App and hard copy with the proceedings. 
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CONFERENCE PROGRAM 

Saturday, June 21, 2025 

7.00-12.00 AAVP Executive Committee Meeting -- Room: Hawthorne/Lucas/Flora 
All AAVP officers and committee chairs please plan to attend; Breakfast provided 7.00-8.00 

12.15-13.45 AAVP Student Member Meet and Greet - Lunch provided (Sponsored by Virbac) 
Room: Washington Room 

NOTE: Students will pick up badge at the Meet and Greet 

12.30-18.00 CONFERENCE REGISTRATION – Registration located in Landmark Foyer 

14.00-17.45 PLENARY SESSION: Landmark Ballroom 4-7 

14.00-14.15 Opening remarks 
AAVP President: Heather Walden 

AAVP President-Elect and Program Chair: Andy Moorhead 

14.15-15.15 PLENARY SESSION I 
1. Resistance to veterinary antiparasitics: Where do we go from here?

Tim Geary (30 mins) 
2. How do antiparasitics even work? What we know and more importantly what we don't

Mostafa Zamanian (30 mins) 

15.15-15.45 2025 AAVP Distinguished Parasitologist 
Introduction: Blaine Godley 

My random journey into equine parasitology 
Martin Nielsen 

15.45-16.15 Coffee Break (Sponsored by AAVP) Landmark Foyer 

16.15-17.15 PLENARY SESSION II 
3. From obligate to facultative: the art of saying “no” in science (30 mins)

Timi Wu 
Panel: Building community in veterinary parasitology (30 mins) 

Moderator: Tim Geary 
Room: Landmark Ballroom 4-7 

17.15-17.45 Poster 1-minute Promo Presentations 
Moderator: Lindsay Starkey 

Room: Landmark Ballroom 4-7 

18.00-18.15 Stretch Break (no refreshments) 

18.15-19.00 Elanco Symposium 
4. Chagas disease- a neglected yet increasingly recognized veterinary threat

Sarah Hamer 
Room: Landmark Ballroom 4-7 

19.15-21.15 Elanco Opening Night Social –Statler Ballroom 
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Sunday, June 22, 2025 

7.00-8.00 AAVP Committee Meetings (except the Education Committee) 
(Breakfast for those volunteering for/on committees – Sponsored by AAVP) Breakfast 

set out from 7:00-7:30 
Room: Westmoreland/Kingsbury 

7.45 – 8.15 Light breakfast (Sponsored by AAVP) 
Landmark Foyer 

8.15-11.45 CONCURRENT SCIENTIFIC SESSIONS 

8.15-9:45 Session 1: Ruminant Anthelmintic Resistance 
Room: Landmark Ballroom 4-7 

Moderators: Ray Kaplan and Md Ashraful 
Islam Bhuiya 

Session 2: Protozoa 
Room: Landmark Ballroom 1-3 

Moderators: Lauren Camp and Katy Martin 

8.15-8.30 5. Loss of neuronal beta-tubulin confers
benzimidazole resistance 

JB Collins 

11. Efficacy of tafenoquine against Theileria equi
and Babesia caballi in an in vitro culture system

Natalia Cardillo 

8.30-8.45 6. Detection of widespread benzimidazole drug
resistance polymorphisms in trichostrongyle

nematodes from commercial bison herds across the 
United States using next-generation sequencing and 

comparing management survey data   
Kaylee Kipp 

12. Nationwide passive serological survey of canine
leishmaniasis in the United States (2023-2024)

Daniel Felipe Barrantes Murillo 

8.45-9.00 7. Field study of the route of administration of
anthelmintics on FECRT in Kentucky beef herds

Jeffrey Lehmkuhler 

13. Prevalence of Tritrichomonas blagburni in high-
risk cats from Northern California 

Lauren Camp 

9.00-9.15 8. The discovery of new resistance breaker
anthelmintics using the migration trap assay

Alexandre Vernudachi 

14. The impact of Cystoisospora spp. experimental
and natural infections on the canine fecal

microbiome 
Theresa Quintana 

9.15-9.30 9. Development and field-evaluation of a deep
amplicon sequencing assay to detect the

levamisole-resistance associated SNP (S168T) in the 
acr-8 gene in ovine gastrointestinal nematodes 

John Gilleard 

15. First report of Hepatozoon silvestris in a domestic
cat (Felis catus) from New York 

Rachel Smith 

9.30-9.45 10. A national survey of gastrointestinal nematode
infections and control practices on sheep

operations in the United States 
Collin Hayes 

16. Babesia conradae in vitro culture in Rhipicephalus 
sanguineus embryonic cells RSE8 

Sarah Myers 

9.45-10.15 Coffee Break (Sponsored by AAVP) 
Landmark Foyer 
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Sunday, June 22, 2025 (continued) 

8.15-11.45 CONCURRENT SCIENTIFIC SESSIONS (continued) 

10.15-11.45 Session 3: Small Animal and Equine 
Anthelmintic Resistance 

Room: Landmark Ballroom 4-7 
Moderators: Timi Wu & Daniel Felipe 

Barrantes Murillo 

Session 4: Cestodes/Trematodes 
Room: Landmark Ballroom 1-3 

Moderators: Brian Herrin & Cameron 
Sutherland 

10.15-10.30 17. A Comparison of Sybr and Taqman probe QPCRs 
for detecting beta-tubulin SNPs in Ancylostoma 

caninum 
Amanda Roth 

 

23. Efficacy of a single monthly dose of an oral 
formulation of sarolaner, moxidectin, and pyrantel 

(Simparica Trio®) against transmission of 
Dipylidium caninum by Ctenocephalides felis fleas 

Lindsay Weaver 

10.30-10.45 18. Effectiveness of three novel compounds against 
a multi-drug resistant strain of Ancylostoma 

caninum (Worthy) in dogs 
Riaan Maree 

 

24. Efficacy of a single monthly dose of a topical 
formulation of selamectin and sarolaner 

(Revolution® Plus) against transmission of 
Dipylidium caninum by Ctenocephalides felis fleas 

Lindsay Weaver 

10.45-11.00 19. DAF-12 at the wheel: steering the course of 
cholinergic tachyphylaxis 

Sudhanva Kashyap 
 

25. Efficacy of Credelio QuattroTM, a novel 
combination tablet containing lotilaner, 

moxidectin, praziquantel and pyrantel, for the 
treatment and control of Echinococcus 

multilocularis and E. granulosus infections in dogs 
Craig R. Reinemeyer 

11.00-11.15 20. Evaluating whole blood versus microfilariae for 
detecting macrocyclic lactone-associated resistance 
in Dirofilaria immitis infections in dogs using droplet 

digital PCR 
Pabasara Weerarathne 

26. First report of proliferative sparganosis in a cat 
caused by Spirometra decipiens complex 2 

Amira Ahmed 
 

11.15-11.30 21. FECRT for determining anthelmintic resistance 
to equine strongyles: a retrospective study (2019-

2025) 
Maria Finnerty 

27. The wild, wild Midwest: surveillance of 
Echinococcus multilocularis in wild canids in the 

Midwest, USA 
Briana Raya 

11.30-11.45 22. I encyst! Examining larvicidal efficacy against 
equine cyathostomins using modified procedures 

Mackenzie Smith 
 

28.  Fasciola hepatica in the United States sheep 
population: a prevalence study indicates possible 

expansion of the range to the Great Lakes 
Brooke Delcambre 

11.45-12.15 Stretch Break and collect lunch outside Landmark Ballroom 4-7 for the symposium  
(Lunch sponsored by IDEXX) 

12.15-13.00 IDEXX Luncheon Symposium  
29. Out with the old. In with the antigen. Advancements in coproantigen testing. 

Amy Porter, PhD and Wade Burton, DVM 
Room: Landmark Ballroom 4-7 

13.00-13.15 Stretch Break (no refreshments) 
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Sunday, June 22, 2025 (continued) 

13.15-17.00 CONCURRENT SCIENTIFIC SESSIONS 

13.15-15.00 Session 5: Dog and Cat Helminths 
Room: Landmark Ballroom 4-7 

Moderators: James Freeman & Maureen 
Kelly 

Session 6: Filarial Worms 
Room: Landmark Ballroom 1-3 

Moderators: Mostafa Zamanian & Tiana 
Sanders 

13.15-13.30 30. Efficacy of Credelio QuattroTM, a novel 
combination tablet containing lotilaner, 

moxidectin, praziquantel and pyrantel, for the 
treatment and control of hookworm infections in 

dogs 
Lisa Young 

37. The Wolbachia endosymbiont of Brugia pahangi 
activates actin polymerization via a WAS(p)-family 

protein 
Zachary Wiggins 

 

13.30-13.45 31. Field efficacy and safety of Credelio QuattroTM, 
a novel combination tablet containing lotilaner, 
moxidectin, praziquantel and pyrantel, against 
gastrointestinal nematode infections in dogs 

Molly Savadelis 

38. Characterizing molecular interactions between 
Wolbachia and filarial nematodes in vivo 

Vincent Starai 
 

13.45-14.00 32. The efficacy of Simparica Trio® (sarolaner, 
moxidectin, pyrantel) for the treatment of adult 

Angiostrongylus vasorum infections in dogs 
Jessica Rodriguez 

 

39. A One Health approach to eliminate lymphatic 
filariasis: Whole genome sequencing demonstrates a 

shared Brugia malayi population in humans and 
animals from Belitung, Indonesia 

Irina Diekmann 

14.00-14.15 33. Prevalence of spurious parasites identified in 
feces of dogs and correlation with true canine 

parasitism 
Yoko Nagamori 

 

40. First molecular detection and characterization of 
Litomosoides sigmodontis filarial infections in 

Amblyomma maculatum (Acari: Ixodidae) ticks in 
South Texas 

Oluwaseun Ajileye 

14.15-14.30 34. Seasonal and regional variability in canine 
parasitism across the United States 

Yoko Nagamori 
 

41. Using deep amplicon sequencing as a molecular 
xenomonitoring approach for detecting filarial 

nematodes in biting arthropod vectors 
Matthew Kulpa 

14.30-14.45 35. Performance evaluation of the Vetscan 
Imagyst® for detection of Spirometra in feline and 

canine fecal samples 
Andre Duarte 

42.  Pharmacological characterization of GABA-gated 
chloride channel in Brugia malayi model parasite 

Real Datta 

14.45-15.00 36. Field evaluation of Vetscan Imagyst® AI 
(Artificial Intelligence) fecal canine and feline 

parasite detection 
Lindsay Starkey 

43. Characterization of a unique catechol-O-
methyltransferase as a molecular drug target in 

parasitic filarial nematodes 
MD Mukthar Mia 

15.00-15.30 Coffee Break (Sponsored by AAVP) 
Landmark Foyer 
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Sunday, June 22, 2025 (continued) 

13.15-17.00 CONCURRENT SCIENTIFIC SESSIONS (continued) 

15.30-17.00 Session 7: Cell Biology/Molecular 
Biology/Immunology 

Room: Landmark Ballroom 4-7 
Moderators: Tim Geary & Trey Tomlinson  

Session 8: Epidemiology/Case Reports 
Room: Landmark Ballroom 1-3 

Moderators: Jeba Jesudoss Chelladurai & 
Vishnu Manikantan 

15.30-15.45 44. Ivermectin inhibits the release of intestinal 
extracellular vesicles from Ascaris suum 

Dongjie Liu 

49. High prevalence of gastrointestinal 
parasites of dogs from Saipan, Northern 
Mariana Islands, including the zoonotic 

Ancylostoma ceylanicum 
Guilherme Gomes Verocai 

15.45-16.00 45. Single-cell transcriptome atlas of adult male 
and female hookworm Ancylostoma ceylanicum 

Bruce Rosa 
 

50. High seroprevalence of selected vector-
borne pathogens in dogs from Saipan, 

Northern Mariana Islands 
Maureen Kelly 

16.00-16.15 46. Assessing the association between the 
salivary anti-CarLA IgA response and 

performance of Canadian pastured lambs 
Bradley De Wolf  

51. Prevalence of Heterobilharzia americana in 
crowd-sourced fecal samples from dogs in the 
southwestern United States: a cross-sectional 

study 
Lea Poellmann 

16.15-16.30 47. Salivary immune response of goats to 
gastrointestinal nematode larval antigen under 

Ontario grazing conditions 
Caitlin Evered 

52. Reeled into trouble: salmon poisoning 
surfaces in SoCal dogs 

Christopher Lee 
 

16.30-16.45 48. Total IgG and IgG4 Responses to DUF148 in 
dogs experimentally or naturally infected with 

Guinea worm (Dracunculus medinensis) 
Hassan Hakimi 

53. Field validation of mob composite sampling 
protocol to estimate herd parasitism in cattle 

Ashlee Gibbons 
 

16.45-17.00  54. Fatal intestinal impaction and rupture with 
Toxocara vitulorum infection in a water buffalo 

(Bubalus bubalis) calf 
Lauren Camp 

17.15-18.30 Poster Session Room: Washington Room 

18.45-19.30 Boehringer Ingelheim Symposium:  
55. Tackling tough cases – resistant flea tapeworms 

Jeba Jesudoss Chelladurai 
Room: Landmark Ballroom 4-7 

19.30-21.30 Boehringer Ingelheim Sunday Night Social, Crystal Ballroom 
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Monday, June 23, 2025 

7.00-8.00 Sunrise Yoga 
Instructor: Kaori Sakamoto 
Room: Washington Room 

7.45- 8.30 Light breakfast (Sponsored by AAVP) 
Landmark Foyer 

8.30-10.00 CONCURRENT SCIENTIFIC SESSIONS 

8.30-10.00 Session 9: Ectoparasites 
Room: Landmark Ballroom 4-7 

Moderators: Mike Dryden & Rachel Smith 

Session 10: Drug Discovery 
Room: Landmark Ballroom 1-3 

Moderators: John Gilleard & Natalia 
Betancourt Rodriguez 

8.30-8.45 56. Efficacy of an oral combination of afoxolaner, 
moxidectin and pyrantel pamoate (NexGard® PLUS) 

for the treatment of natural infestations of Sarcoptes 
scabiei and Otodectes cynotis in dogs 

Eric Tielemans 

62. Anthelmintic discovery and optimization for 
gastrointestinal nematodes 

Mostafa Elfawal 
 

8.45-9.00 57. Effectiveness of afoxolaner (NexGard®) and 
esafoxolaner (NexGard® COMBO) for the treatment 

and control of Amblyomma maculatum ticks in 
experimentally infested dogs and cats 

Eric Tielemans 

63. Parasitic nematode intestine as drug target 
Makedonka Mitreva 

 
 

9.00-9.15 58. The ability of an oral combination of afoxolaner, 
moxidectin and pyrantel to protect dogs from 

Borrelia burgdorferi infections transmitted by Ixodes 
scapularis 

Pascal Dumont 

64. Exploring marine microbes as sources of novel 
anthelmintics 
Kaetlyn Ryan 

 

9.15-9.30 59.  STAR-Trak: tracking the Lone Star tick’s 
seasonality and impact 

Brigette King 

65. Pilot study evaluating dose exploration and 
efficacy of a new anthelmintic against natural 

infected sheep in the United Kingdom 
Douglas Hutchens 

9.30-9.45 60. Proof-of-concept of the efficiency of MALDI-TOF 
mass spectrometry in the determination and 

discrimination of North American ixodid tick species 
Ian Daniel 

66. In vitro efficacy of ELQ-685 against Babesia bovis 
Natalia Cardillo 

 

9.45-10.00 61. Application of electropenetrography to diverse 
blood-feeding arthropod vectors 

Kathryn Reif 

67. Expanding zebrafish infection model endpoints to 
enhance drug lead prioritization 

Connor Leong 

10.00-10.30 Coffee Break (Sponsored by AAVP) Landmark Foyer 

10.30-12.00 AAVP Business Meeting and Awards 
Pictures - AAVP Executive Committee, Student Officers, Sponsors and Awardees 

Room: Landmark Ballroom 4-7 

12.00-12.15 Collect lunch outside of Landmark Ballroom 4-7 (Sponsored by NCVP) 
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Monday, June 23, 2025 (continued) 

12.15-13.30 NCVP Presentation 
68. The NCVP Grant Program: Impacting parasitology research since 2013

Kathryn Duncan 

AAVP-NCVP Parasite Case Discussions 

Moderators: Doug Carithers and Lindsay Starkey 

13.30-13.45 Stretch Break (no refreshments) 

13.45-15.15 CONCURRENT SCIENTIFIC SESSIONS 

13.45-15.30 Session 11: Heartworm 
Room: Landmark Ballroom 4-7 

Moderators: Elyssa Campbell & Matthew Kulpa 

Session 12: Molecular Diagnostics 
Room: Landmark Ballroom 1-3 

Moderators: Gui Verocai & Sarah Myers 

13.45-14.00 69. Preventive efficacy of six-monthly doses of
NexGard® PLUS or Simparica Trio® against a

macrocyclic lactone-resistant isolate (JYD-34) of 
Dirofilaria immitis and of a single dose of NexGard® 

PLUS against a susceptible isolate 
Pascal Dumont 

74. Identification of DNA repeats of the zoonotic
trematode Paragonimus kellicotti for the detection of 

circulating cell-free DNA 
Lucia Sãnchez Di Maggio 

14.00-14.15 70. Clinical pathology and diagnostic discrepancies in
necropsy-confirmed feline heartworm disease

Kennedy Mwacalimba 

75. Pilot study to determine the prevalence and risk
factors of gastrointestinal parasitism in client-owned
dogs using fecal PCR and an extensive owner survey

Kathryn Duncan 

14.15-14.30 71. Differential expression of the SLO-1 channel
across Dirofilaria immitis developmental stages

Elyssa Campbell 

76. Optimization and validation of a TaqMan real-
time PCR for the detection of Heterobilharzia

americana in dog feces 
Francis Aduku 

14.30-14.45 72. Comparative performance of the novel, point-of-
care Pluslife Mini Dock Dirofilaria immitis/D. repens
detection test with the Modified Knotts test in dogs

Tiana Sanders 

77. The development of novel molecular diagnostic
tests for cattle lice based on the detection of
ectoparasite DNA on the bovine skin surface

Muhammad Bilal 

14.45-15.00 73. Microfilarial diversity in the blood and skin of
sheltered dogs in Northcentral Florida

Jeff Gruntmeir 

78. A diagnostic multiplex qPCR panel for the
detection and identification of gastrointestinal

parasites in cattle 
Christian Savard 

15.00-15.15 79. Morphological and molecular investigation of air
sac nematode infections in birds in the Northeast US

Isel Pollock 

15.15-18.00 FREE TIME 

17.00-18.00 DACVM Meeting, Room: Westmoreland/Kingsbury 

18.00-18.45 Antech Symposium 
80. Is this stool taken? Tick-Ing the boxes for One Health in 2025

Pablo David Jimenez Castro, Christian Leutenegger, and Michelle Evason 
Room: Landmark Ballroom 4-7 

19.00-21.00 Antech Monday Evening Social and YITG Live Auction 
Room: Statler Ballroom (Auction starts at 20.00) 
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Tuesday, June 24, 2025 

7.45-8.30 Education Committee Meeting 
Room: Westmoreland/Kingsbury 

NOTE: Pick up breakfast in Landmark Foyer and come to education meeting 

7.45-8.30 Light breakfast (Sponsored by AAVP) 
Landmark Foyer 

8.30-9.45 AAVP Graduate Student Award Winners 
Moderator: Megan Lineberry 

Room: Landmark Ballroom 4-7 

Announcement of Student Winners & Introduction of Speakers (15 mins) 

2025 AAVP-Merck Animal Health Outstanding Graduate Student (30 mins) 
81. Trichs of the Trade

Awarded to Katy Martin

2025 AAVP-CAPC Graduate Student Award in Zoonotic Disease (30 mins) 
82. Filling the feline gap: An update on the epidemiology of tick-transmitted infections in

domestic cats and their ticks 
Awarded to Rachel Smith 

Student Award Winners! Please stay afterwards for group photo. 

9.45-10.15 Coffee Break (Sponsored by AAVP) Landmark Foyer 

10.15-11.45 PRESIDENT’S SYMPOSIUM: Resistance is it futile? 

10.15-11.45 
Moderator: Andy Moorhead Room: Landmark Ballroom 4-7 

83. History of insecticide resistance in Ctenocephalides felis felis
Mike Dryden (30 min) 

84. Two steps forward, one step back: the state of anthelmintic resistance in U.S. cattle
Leonor Sicalo Gianechini (30 min) 

85. We have a hookworm problem: What are we going to do about it?
Ray Kaplan (30 min) 

12.00 Meeting adjourns – Happy Travels to You! 
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2025 AAVP PROGRAM POSTER PRESENTATIONS 

Please put up all posters in the Washington Room by Sunday at NOON (6/22/2025) and leave your poster up until the end 

of the Sunday poster viewing session (17.15-18.30). Plan to stand at your poster (formal judging for students) during the 

Sunday, 6/22/2025, poster session. Posters must be removed by Monday, June 23, 2025 at 15.00. 

Sunday, June 21, 2025 

17.15-18.30        Poster Viewing 

86 Urethrostomized bull calves are a tractable model for bovine trichomonosis Katy Martin 

87 Evaluation of a recombinant cysteine protease 8 vaccine for Tritrichomonas foetus Katy Martin 

88 Phenotype and genotype monitoring of anthelmintic resistance evolution after worm 

replacement of Haemonchus contortus in sheep 
Hornblenda Bello 

89 Role of ER retention and L-AChR clustering in mediating levamisole-induced 

tachyphylaxis 
Shruti Gupta 

90 Active tick surveillance on cattle farm in central Oklahoma determines vegetation type 

alters tick risk 
Mary Neff 

91 An Ancylostoma caninum isolate from a Brazilian golden retriever breeding kennels with 

three independent benzimidazole resistance mutations 
John Gilleard 

92 Utilization of a 3D-printed apparatus for the rearing of cat fleas (Ctenocephalides felis) Cameron 

Sutherland 

93 Case study: diagnosis and treatment of a multidrug resistant hookworm infection Ilana Halperin 

94 Overcoming anthelmintic resistance: A Caenorhabditis elegans-based screening 

platform to prioritize new therapeutics 
Amira Ahmed 

95 High-throughput profiling of anthelmintic drug responses in gastrointestinal nematodes Natalia Betancourt 

Rodriguez 

96 Efficacy of selamectin and sarolaner topical solution (Revolution® Plus/Stronghold® 

Plus) in the treatment of Notoedres cati in cats 
Jessica Rodriguez 

97 Bovine anaplasmosis in Louisiana: Preliminary analysis of management practices that 

contribute to herd infection 
Tyler Braud 

98 Matrix-assisted laser desorption/ionization time of flight mass spectrometry (MALDI-

TOF MS) as a diagnostic tool for the rapid identification of arthropod species 
John Gilleard 

99 Biosecurity for Haemaphysalis longicornis within a veterinary medical teaching hospital Antoinette Marsh 

100 Detection of Parelaphostrongulus tenuis in white-tailed deer (Odocoileus virginianus) 

populations at the Wilds in Cumberland, Ohio 
Antoinette Marsh 

101 Persistent infection of Dracunculus insignis in a dog William Jensen 

102 Invasive species in South Florida: Detection of Pterygodermatites (Mesopectines) 

whartoni in a wild rat population 
Trey Tomlinson 

103 Comparison of traditional and artificial intelligence methods for detection of Giardia 

cysts in feces of dogs with diarrhea 
Andrea Scorza 

104 Evaluation of the efficacy of fenbendazole for gastrointestinal nematodes in yearling 

beef bulls utilizing the fecal egg count reduction test 
Kevin Johnson 

105 Identification and analysis of microRNAs in Baylisascaris procyonis infective larvae Vishnu 

Manikantan 

106 Morphology and mitochondrial genomes of Dirofilaria and Mansonella-like 

microfilariae in the blood of crab-eating macaques (Macaca fascicularis) from Belitung, 

Indonesia 

Irina Diekmann 

107 Assessing the performance of fecal egg count methods for reliable Ancylostoma caninum 

quantification in the context of anthelmintic resistance 
Angela Tolbert 
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108 Estimating rDNA cistron copy number in ovine trichostrongyloid nematodes using 

digital PCR and genome mapping techniques to improve the accuracy of nemabiome 

metabarcoding 

Sakuni 

Amarasingha 

109 Veterinary student knowledge and attitudes concerning anthelmintic resistance Roberto Cortinas 

110 Taping together the puzzle of wild turkey declines: Identification of the cestode species 

infecting the Eastern Wild Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo silvestris) in Tennessee 
Grace Perrin 

111 What is your diagnosis? Case of the month, 2024 compilation Sarah Myers 
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Student Delegates Update 

We look forward to seeing you all in St. Louis! Below you can find the details of student-specific activities for this 

annual meeting.  

All students must RSVP for these events here: https://forms.gle/jiSUXagtRuWEvJoBA 

Saturday, June 21st 

12:15–1:45 pm – Student Meet and Greet sponsored by Virbac (lunch provided) 

The student committee and Virbac welcome you to the annual meeting with a meet and greet lunch! It’s a great way to 

meet other student members, learn about the student committee, and the student officers will answer any questions you 

have about the AAVP meeting, student trip, etc. 

Student-only meeting registration will occur at the luncheon so you won’t have to wait in line at the main table! 

Sunday, June 22nd 

7:00 am – Join a Committee 

All AAVP committees will meet over breakfast. This is a great way to learn about what the different committees are, 

how you can be involved, and to network with other students and members. 

The student committee will NOT be meeting this morning, but we encourage students to join other committees! 

Tuesday, June 24th 

1:40 pm – 5:30 pm: Student Trip to the St. Louis Zoo 

We will be taking a behind-the-scenes tour of the veterinary hospital and chatting with their veterinarians about their 

care of the animals, so come ready with questions! We only have a few more spots available for this trip, so email 

aavpstudentcommittee@gmail.com to reserve your spot! We will make hotel arrangements for that night for all 

student trip attendees who need it. Departures for those attending the student trip should be planned for late Tuesday 

evening or Wednesday, June 25th. 

Roommates for St. Louis: We know hotels can be expensive for student budgets! Anyone looking for room share 

should contact your student officers: aavpstudentcommittee@gmail.com and we will provide you with a shared Google 

Doc to facilitate roommate matching! 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

AAVP Merchandise: Look out for a link in your email to pre-order this year’s meeting-specific merch! We will be 

handing out your orders at the meeting. 

AAVP Students Webinar Series: We would like to thank Dr. Andy Moorhead for his participation in the March 19th 

webinar. 
As you prepare for this year’s meeting, please let us know how we can help you! 

Elyssa Campbell (ejacob7@uga.edu)        Rachel Smith (rachel.c.smith@okstate.edu) 

https://forms.gle/jiSUXagtRuWEvJoBA
mailto:aavpstudentcommittee@gmail.com
mailto:aavpstudentcommittee@gmail.com
mailto:ejacob7@uga.edu
mailto:rachel.c.smith@okstate.edu
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AAVP Committee Reports 

Nominating Committee Report and Election Results 

 The nominating committee consists of six members with staggered three-year terms, and our current members are: 

The committee is charged with developing the ballot for the election of a new Vice President and two Nominating 

Committee members every year and a new Secretary-Treasurer every 2 years. We are grateful to all the nominees who 

agreed to run this year, and for Dean Dailey’s continued service as Secretary-Treasurer. 

Position Nominees on Ballot 

Vice President 

Kathryn Reif 

Adriano Vatta 

Nominating Committee 

Chris Adolph 

Elyssa Campbell 

JB Collins 

Camila Queiroz 

Roger Ramirez-Barrios 

Molly Savadelis 

Kellee Sundstrom 

Student Officer 

Tiana Sanders 

Amanda Shaver 

Ballots were distributed electronically to 2025 AAVP members, and a total of 85 ballots were completed. We 

appreciate all the members that voted this year. 

Term 

Ends Committee Members 

2024 Pablo Jimenez Castro Meriam Saleh 

2025 Grace VanHoy Kathryn Duncan 

2026 Mani LeJeune Caroline Sobotyk 

Pablo Jimenez Castro, 

Chair of Nominating 

Committee 
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The 2025 Election Results—Congratulations! 

Vice President  Nominating Committee Members  Student Officer 

Adriano Vatta  Elyssa Campbell Molly Savadelis  Tiana Sanders 

Louisiana State University University of Georgia Elanco Animal Health Texas A&M University 

Respectfully submitted by Pablo Jimenez Castro, Chair, and Kathryn Duncan, Co-Chair, AAVP Nominating 

Committee 
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Awards Committee Report 

We would like to begin by expressing our sincerest gratitude to several individuals: 

 The members of the Awards committee this year for their efforts prior to the

meeting in selecting awards recipients.

 The nominators and those who took the time to submit letters of support for

all of the nominees in 2025.

 Committee members and willing ad-hoc judges in attendance will be

participating in the judging of the student competition.

 The executive committee for their hard work in ensuring the smooth operation

of this committee.

 Sponsors of the named awards and student oral and poster presentation

awards: Boehringer Ingelheim, CAPC, Zoetis, and Merck. Thank you for your

continued support of the various AAVP awards.

There are 10 members on the Awards committee this year. A huge thanks to those 

continuing to serve on and those willing to serve on this committee. Substantial 

committee membership aids in voting on award recipients and in the judging of 

best student paper and poster competitions at the annual meeting, especially with 

the continued increase in student involvement. Zoetis has offered their support by 

providing awards for the top-placing students in the best student presentation and 

poster competitions. 

Respectfully submitted by Megan Lineberry and Emily Curry, Co-Chairs, AAVP Awards Committee 2025. 

2025 AAVP Awards Committee members: Megan Lineberry and Emily Curry (Co-Chairs), Lauren Camp, Ashraful 

Bhuiya, Elliott Zieman, Peter Thompson, Doug Carithers, Kellee Sundstrom, Jeff Gruntmeir, and Jessica Kenealy. 

Megan Lineberry Emily Curry 
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AAVP-Boehringer Ingelheim Distinguished Veterinary Parasitologist Award 

Martin K. Nielsen is from Denmark but has very tight ties with the AAVP. 
Upon graduating with his DVM from the Royal Veterinary and Agricultural 
University in Denmark in 2001, he spent three years in veterinary practice 
before deciding to pursue a PhD. The choice of research topic was never in 
question: It had to be parasites! In veterinary school, Dr. Peter Nansen, 
Professor of Veterinary Parasitology, had opened his eyes to the fascinating 
world of parasites and encouraged him to get involved in research. 

When Martin joined the University of Copenhagen PhD program, he set out 
to combine his two passions: horses and parasites. The challenge with this 
was that there were no equine parasitologists in the country, so he quickly 
realized that he had to seek expertise elsewhere. Literature searches led him 
to Dr. Tom Klei, who was very welcoming and immediately invited Martin 
for a visit. Dr. Klei also told him about the AAVP and explained that there 
was this annual meeting, where he would talk to the other equine 
parasitologists and coordinate a visit to all of them! Those other people were 
Drs. Gene Lyons, Craig Reinemeyer, and Ray Kaplan. Martin soon made his

first ever travel outside Europe, and it became both life-changing and career-defining. Craig Reinemeyer became a 
close and productive collaborator and friend, Gene Lyons became a great departmental colleague at the University 
of Kentucky, and Ray Kaplan became a mentor, a collaborator and a close friend. In 2005, Martin came back to 
the US with his family to work on his PhD in Ray Kaplan’s lab at the University of Georgia. He joined the AAVP 
as a student member that year and attended his first annual meeting.

Upon graduating with his PhD in 2007, Martin was appointed assistant professor at the University of Copenhagen, 
maintaining his research focus on equine parasitology. In 2011, he was presented with the opportunity to move to 
Kentucky and join the Gluck Equine Research Center, where he was fortunate to get to continue and expand his 
research program within equine parasitology. He worked at this institution for more than 13 years during which 
time he advanced through the academic ranks to the level of professor. In addition, he also served as Associate 
Department Chair and Director of Graduate Studies. In December 2024, Martin relocated back to Denmark and 
was appointed Professor of Equine Clinical Sciences at Aarhus University’s new veterinary school.

Martin has been Co-Editor-in-Chief for Veterinary Parasitology since 2017 and served as AAVP President in 
2021-2022. In addition to his DVM and PhD degrees, he also holds a Doctor of Veterinary Science degree and is 
board certified in veterinary parasitology with both the ACVM and EVPC. He has published over 170 peer-
reviewed articles within equine parasitology and is author or co-author of several guideline documents for equine 
parasite control. In 2024, he ranked #40 of most cited scientists within the fields of mycology & parasitology in 
the world.

Martin values personal interaction and networking and has enjoyed many productive collaborations with great and 
skilled scientists around the world over the years. In particular, he appreciates the contributions from current and 
former members of his own laboratory. Research Analyst Holli Gravatte deserves recognition for her decade in the 
lab and contribution to so many projects. Likewise, former and current PhD students Ulla Andersen, Jennifer 
Bellaw, Jessica Scare, Ashley Steuer, Jennifer Cain, Nichol Ripley, and Mackenzie Smith are warmly 
acknowledged for their passion, hard work and accomplishments. In addition to this, countless undergraduate, 
master‘s, and veterinary students have contributed substantially as well, and they are all appreciated.

Above all, Martin is deeply grateful to his wife Shaila and two adult children Anton and Ida for always being part 
of this adventure and sharing these experiences.
Congratulations to Dr. Nielsen on receiving this award!
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AAVP-Merck Outstanding Graduate Student Award 

Katy Martin, from the Iowa State University College of Veterinary Medicine, 

has been selected as the recipient of the 2025 AAVP-Merck Outstanding Graduate 

Student Award. Katy is NCVP funded veterinary parasitology resident and 

graduate student, working under the supervision of Dr. Matt Brewer. Her research 

focuses on Tritrichomonas foetus in the bovine host and included development of 

prepubescent natural host models, in vivo parasite transcriptomic analysis, and T. 

foetus vaccine and diagnostic test development. Katy’s presentation will take 

place during the Graduate Student Award Winners session at the annual meeting 

in St. Louis and is entitled, “Trichs of the Trade”. This award includes 

reimbursement of travel expenses by the AAVP, an engraved plaque and a 

monetary award of $1,000 provided by Merck Animal Health. 

Congratulations to Katy! 

AAVP-CAPC Graduate Student Award in Zoonotic Disease 

Rachel Smith, from the Oklahoma State University College of Veterinary 

Medicine, has been selected as the recipient of the 2025 AAVP-CAPC Graduate 

Student Award in Zoonotic Disease. Under the supervision of Dr. Lindsay 

Starkey, Rachel’s primary research interest is vector-borne zoonoses and her 

Ph.D. work focuses on the epidemiology of vector-borne infections in domestic 

cats in the United States. Rachel’s presentation will take place during the Graduate 

Student Award Winners session at the annual meeting in St. Louis and is entitled, 

"Filling the feline gap: An update on the epidemiology of tick-transmitted 

infections in domestic cats and their ticks". This award includes an engraved 

plaque and a monetary award of $1,000 provided by CAPC.  

Congratulations to Rachel! 

Best Student Paper and Poster Competitions 

Over 42 students have entered the competition for the 2025 meeting! The Best Student Paper competition and the Best 

Student Poster competition are sponsored by Zoetis.  There will be 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place awards given in each category 

with $500, $300, and $150 honoraria, respectively.  Any member who wishes to participate in the judging of the student 

competition is encouraged to contact Megan Lineberry (megan.lineberry@zoetis.com) or Emily Curry 

(emily.curry@zoetis.com). 

mailto:emily.curry@zoetis.com
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Member Representation Committee Report 

Meriam Saleh and Andrew Peregrine, Co-Chairs; Members: Lauren Camp, Corinna Hazelrig, Frank Hurtig, Malika 

Kachani, Araceli Lucio-Forster, Ashley McGrew, Andy Moorhead, Jamila Norman, Julie Thompson, Aida E. Pereyra 

Cruade, Nina Randolph, Jessica Rodriguez, Barbara Shock, Ashly Steves, Grace VanHoy, and Timi Wu 

The Member Representation committee is excited to present two sessions on Saturday afternoon (6/21) of the annual 

meeting. The first will focus on setting boundaries at work “From obligate to facultative: the art of saying “no” in 

science” presented by Dr. Timi Wu, followed by a panel discussion on “Building community in veterinary 

parasitology” moderated by Dr. Tim Geary.  

We are excited to have a wellness opportunity this year as well. Dr. Kaori Sakamoto will be leading a sunrise yoga 

session on Monday morning from 7-8am in the Washington Room. This activity is open to all yoga experience levels 

and will be a refreshing start to your day!  

Looking forward to seeing many of you at the meeting in June–stay safe and be well!   

 

Education Committee Report 

This year, the committee’s primary objective is to survey the AAVP Educators on 

their utilization of core competencies originally proposed in the publication by 

Snowden et al. in 2016. To do this, we need the membership’s help in finalizing 

the list of parasitology educators at each accredited veterinary school in the United 

States, Canada, and Caribbean. Please use this link to add to our list: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/19JKkxVW0-EE-

W1v1fLVICIfDMxA0Piyhtuc45QSbi_I/edit?usp=sharing 

We greatly appreciate your assistance in this endeavor! For all parasitology 

educators, please be on the lookout for the survey to launch following the annual 

meeting in St. Louis.  

A few other updates: 

1) Preliminary planning has already begun for the 2026 AAVP Educators’ 

Symposium at Oklahoma State University. Please consider joining us in 

Stillwater, OK as we plan to offer workshops on incorporating and 

optimizing content development using artificial intelligence. 

2) As the current Co-Chair takes the position of Chair, we’ll be naming the 

new Co-Chair after the summer committee meeting. 

Respectfully submitted by Grace VanHoy, Chair, and Kathryn Duncan, Co-Chair, AAVP Education Committee 

  

Grace VanHoy, Chair 

Education Committee 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/19JKkxVW0-EE-W1v1fLVICIfDMxA0Piyhtuc45QSbi_I/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/19JKkxVW0-EE-W1v1fLVICIfDMxA0Piyhtuc45QSbi_I/edit?usp=sharing
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Constitution and By-Laws Committee Report 

Charge: Review the Constitution and Bylaws each year and suggest changes to these documents to the Executive 

Committee. 

Chair: Wade Burton 

 

 

Electronic Media Committee Report 

Social media accounts are back up and running.  We now have active accounts on Facebook/Instagram, X/Twitter, 

LinkedIn and BlueSky.  We welcome news and tidbits for posting!  We will have an app for the Annual Meeting.  It's 

based on the Joyn software that the Rees Group uses to manage our membership.  We are just starting to build it and 

hope to have functions such as: creation of a personal agenda, contact information of invited speakers, social media 

posting, ability to contact attendees and post-conference surveys.  We'll provide a brief overview at the start of the 

meeting! 

 

Please let us know if you have any questions or concerns, thank you! 

 

 

 

AAVP 2026 Conference Committee Report 

We look forward to seeing everyone in Puerto Rico next year.  The dates will be June 6-9, 2026. 

Respectfully submitted by Dr. Lindsay Starkey, Chair, AAVP 2026 Conference Committee 

 

 

Finances Committee Report 

Report will be delivered at the Annual Meeting. 
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Archive Committee Report 

AAVP historical documents are held at Iowa State University (ISU) and an inventory is accessible via the following link 

to the Special Collections Department: https://n2t.net/ark:/87292/w9d48f.  This is a folder-level listing of the physical 

documents in the collection.  It does not include the electronic records yet.  ISU is still working on getting the systems 

in place to provide access to electronic records.  We can submit materials electronically, however, if the material was 

originally issued in paper form, then that is format we should submit. 

The Iowa State University Special Collections Department is also archiving our web site (currently from 2009 to 

September 2020): http://wayback.archive-it.org/1501/*/https://www.aavp.org. 

We still need proceedings prior to 1977.  We have no archived programs, abstracts or proceedings from 1952 to 

1976.  We would greatly appreciate any donations (clean out your office!). 

We are still looking for copies of the following Newsletters:  Vol. 4 No. 2; Vol. 6 No. 2; Vol. 11 No. 1.  If you have 

one of these, you may scan and email, or feel free to send the original or a copy.  Hard copies may be sent to Ann 

Donoghue, 150 N County Road 3, Fort Collins, CO 80524.  Electronic copies may be sent to ardonoghue at gmail.com. 

If you have photos of AAVP events, we welcome them for inclusion in the Archive.  You may send the hard copy to 

Ann Donoghue, or scan the photo at 300 to 400 dpi and email it to Ann.  Please include the names of people in the 

picture, and when and where it was taken. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by Dr. Ann Donoghue, AAVP Archivist 

Historian/History Committee Report 

Kyle Cappo (2025) cappok@vet.upenn.edu  

Mostafa Elfawal (2026) Mostafa.elfawal@umassmed.edu  

Kathryn Duncan (2025) Kathryn.duncan@okstate.edu  

Blaine Godley (2026) blaine.godley@vetoquinol.com  

 

History Committee Report 

The committee was recently informed that Dr. Louis (Lou) Gasbarre passed away on April 11th, 2025.  Lou was a Past 

President of AAVP and avid researcher of cattle parasites. His obituary is below. To read or leave words of memoriam 

to Lou, please visit: https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/louis-gasbarre-obituary?id=58196338#obituary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://n2t.net/ark:/87292/w9d48f
http://wayback.archive-it.org/1501/*/https:/www.aavp.org
mailto:cappok@vet.upenn.edu
mailto:Mostafa.elfawal@umassmed.edu
mailto:Kathryn.duncan@okstate.edu
mailto:blaine.godley@vetoquinol.com
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/name/louis-gasbarre-obituary?id=58196338%23obituary
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Louis C. Gasbarre 

1948 - 2025 
 

                                                           
 

Louis C. Gasbarre, 76, of Boerne, TX, passed away on April 11, 2025. The son of Gabriel and Eleanor 

Gasbarre, he was born in Ridgway, Pennsylvania on May 15, 1948. Lou was a proud and devoted husband, 

father, and grandfather. 

Lou is survived by the love of his life, Joyce, his wife of 54 years, his children Christopher (Talia) Gasbarre 

and Julie (Michael) Morgan, grandchildren Gabriel, Abigail, Isabella, Bethany, and Isaiah, his brother Thomas 

(Jennifer) Gasbarre, and many cousins, nephews, and nieces. He is preceded in death by his sister Barbara. 

Lou grew up in western Pennsylvania and graduated from Ridgway High School and Indiana University of 

Pennsylvania. He served in the Navy as a corpsman and earned a PhD. in zoology from the University of 

Maryland. He and his young family spent two years abroad while completing his post-doctoral research in 

Switzerland, finally settling into a research position with USDA in Maryland, where he spent his career. Lou 

loved research, focusing on how cattle immune systems respond to parasites. He had an accomplished career in 

research, publishing extensively, serving as President of the American Association of Veterinary Parasitology, 

and mentoring numerous graduate and post-graduate researchers from around the world. 

As much as Lou loved his job, he loved his family more. He was always available to his wife and children and 

was present at virtually every event in which his children participated. He coached a litany of youth sports over 

the years including football, baseball, basketball, even soccer (which must have pained him). He was a hard 

worker and loved spending his days off in the yard or woods finishing projects. His kids would get roped into 

these projects begrudgingly but now look back on these times fondly. After retiring to Wyoming, Lou finished 

his dream home with the help of his wife, friends, and family. Lou enjoyed travelling all over the world, first 

with his entire family, later with his wife, Joyce. They were an amazing team, as friends and family can attest. 

An avid outdoorsman his entire life, Lou enjoyed hunting, fishing, hiking, and the shooting sports wherever he 

lived, be it Pennsylvania, Maryland, or Wyoming. He enjoyed time alone but also with friends and family. He 

was quick to offer you a drink and a seat, especially later in life. While especially interested in history, Lou 

was a wealth of knowledge on many topics which he'd often share over a whiskey. Lou was many things to 

many people, but he will be missed by all. 

There will not be public services at this time. In lieu of flowers, donations may be sent to Tunnel to Towers 

Foundation (T2T.org). 

 

Respectfully submitted by: Kathryn Duncan, Chair, and Blaine Godley, Co-Chair, AAVP History (ad hoc) Committee 
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Announcements 

Teaching Opportunities at Cornell’s MPS in Veterinary Parasitology 

The Master of Professional Studies (MPS) in Veterinary Parasitology at Cornell University’s College of Veterinary 

Medicine is seeking PhD students, postdocs and residents interested in gaining experience in online teaching, education 

and course development. The type of experience and level of commitment depends on individual interests. There are 

opportunities to assist Cornell faculty in developing courses, record TED Talk-style lectures as a guest speaker, 

integrate interaction in online learning, oversee assessments and gain experience in many other aspects of online 

teaching. If you are interested in becoming a course assistant or would like to learn more, please contact Jennifer 

Ketzis at jkk5@cornell.edu.  

 

Future Parasitology Meetings 

Future Meetings of the AAVP 

71st Annual Meeting: 2026 – Puerto Rico – June 6-9, 2026. 

 

American Society of Parasitologists 2025 

The 100th Annual Meeting of the American Society of Parasitologists will be held at in Winston-Salem, NC, USA, 6 – 

9, July, 2025.  ASP 

 

World Association for the Advancement of Veterinary Parasitology 2025 

The 30th International Conference of the World Association for the Advancement of Veterinary Parasitology will be 

held in Curtiba, Paraná, Brazil 17 – 21 August, 2025. WAAVP 

 

American Heartworm Society Triennial Symposium 2025 

The 18th triennial meeting for AHS will be held at the Worthington Renaissance Hotel in Fort Worth, Texas, 4 – 7 

September, 2025. AHS 

 

American Society of Tropical Medicine & Hygiene (ASTMH) 2025 

The 74th annual meeting of ASTMH will be held at the Metro Toronto Convention Centre in Toronto, Ontario, 

Canada, 9 – 13 November, 2025.  ASTMH 

 

Receiving AAVP Listserv Messages 

The AAVP listserv is our primary means of contacting the membership. These emails are sent from 

"support@aavp.org." To ensure you receive these messages, please whitelist “support@aavp.org” by adding it to your 

approved senders list. All you need to do is open an email message and verify the sender can be trusted. However, the 

exact procedure to whitelist a sender will depend on your email client. In addition to adding the AAVP address to your 

“Approved Senders List”, other commonly used options among email clients are “Add Contact, Add to VIPs, Add 

Sender to Safe Senders List, or add to Primary,” among others. If you are not receiving messages from 

support@aavp.org at all, contact your IT department for assistance.  

mailto:jkk5@cornell.edu
https://www.amsocparasit.org/
https://waavp2025.com/
https://www.heartwormsociety.org/2025-triennial-symposium
http://www.astmh.org/
mailto:support@aavp.org
mailto:support@aavp.org
mailto:support@aavp.org
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Editor: Brian Herrin 

785-532-4430 

bhh@vet.k-state.edu 

Email: AAVPnewsletter@gmail.com 

 

 

Associate Editor:   
 

The American Association of Veterinary Parasitologists Newsletter is published three times each year 

with issues in Spring, Summer and Fall.  Contributions to the Newsletter are highly encouraged and 

should be submitted by the dates listed below. 

 

 

AAVP Newsletter Deadline for Submissions 

Newsletter Deadline 

Fall 2025 October 9, 2025 

Spring 2026 February 12, 2026 

Summer 2026 May 14, 2026 

 

 

Please contact the editor with questions regarding the Newsletter. 
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