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From the President

Dear Colleagues,
I hope your 2020 is off to a great start!
Our excitement is rising in anticipation for the 65th Annual Meeting of 
the American Association of Veterinary Parasitologists in Snowbird, 
Utah.  This entire newsletter is loaded with information and details 
on the meeting.  My thanks and appreciation to everyone on the 
AAVP Executive Committee (Drs. Doug Carithers, Kathryn Duncan, 
John Gilleard, Al Marchiondo, Martin Nielsen, Grace Van Hoy, 
Adriano Vatta) who have worked to make the Snowbird meeting a 
reality. I’m certain everyone will find the scientific program 
informative, rewarding, and engaging.
I also want to extend my thanks to Dr. Yoko Nagamori, Chair of the 
Nominations Committee, and the AAVP members running for 
elected positions this year. These are the future leaders of our 
association and I am grateful to all of them for their willingness to run 
for election. Please see their bios included in the current newsletter.
In mid-February the AAVP Executive Committee met in Lexington, 

KY for a day-long, mid-year business meeting.  Our time was well spent and productive as we finalized plans 
for the 2020 meeting in Snowbird.  We also began initial preparations for the 2021 Lexington meeting with a 
walk-through of the venue and 
preliminary discussions of the 
meeting layout.  All indications 
suggest that you will not want to miss 
the meeting in Lexington either.
Last fall an ad hoc committee was 
formed to review and make 
recommendations on the 
administration of Young Investigator 
Travel Grants (YITG).  While it is 
exceptionally promising and 
reassuring that we have a growing 
number of students interested in 
attending and presenting at AAVP 
conferences, it became abundantly 
clear over the past couple of years 
that we’d have to set parameters for 
awarding and distributing those 
limited funds. After several 
discussions, the AAVP Executive 
Committee will enact most every 
recommendation proposed by the ad 
hoc committee. In a nutshell, the 
annual YITGs will be capped at 
$20,000 giving priority of available funds to postdocs and graduate students.  Please see the Documents 
page of the AAVP website for detailed information by clicking here.  My sincere appreciation and gratitude to 
members of the ad hoc committee: Drs. Susan Little (Chair), Matt Brewer, Kelsey Paras, Andrew Peregrine, 
Ashely Steuer, Adriano Vatta, and Anne Zajac.  While it is never fun to establish limits for supporting students, 

Mason Reichard
AAVP President

AAVP Executive Committee at the Hilton Lexington Downtown 
which will be site of the 66th Annual Meeting of AAVP in 2021.  
Pictured L to R: Drs. Adriano Vatta, Doug Carithers, Martin 
Nielsen, Kathryn Duncan, Grace VanHoy, Mason Reichard, 
John Gilleard

https://www.aavp.org/aavp-documents-2/
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their exceptionally thorough and critical review of the YITG will establish a systematic approach moving 
forward while ensuring longevity and continued success of the YITG program.  The new guidelines are 
included in this newsletter.
One other important topic that has come to light is that AAVP has been approached by CABI to index the 
proceedings from our annual meetings in their database. Their request is currently under consideration and 
review with the Outreach, Publications, and Research Committee.  This topic will be added to the business 
meeting agenda at Snowbird. Please give the CABI request careful consideration and let us know your 
thoughts. 

Submitted by Mason V. Reichard, AAVP President
Email: mason.reichard@okstate.edu

mailto:mason.reichard@okstate.edu
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From the Secretary/Treasurer

2020 AAVP Membership Dues
Thank you to those who have paid their 
2020 membership dues.  As of February 7, 
2020, we had 254 regular members, 75 
student members, and 23 emeritus 
members, for a total of 352 paid-up 
members.  This is a great start to 2020!
Remember that having an up-to-date 
membership with the AAVP is one of 
the ways to obtain a lower registration 
fee for the 2020 AAVP Annual Meeting 
and is required for students to qualify 
for a Young Investigator Travel Grant.
Annual dues for regular members are $75.00 per year and $30.00 per 
year for students.  Dues may be paid online by clicking on the 
“Membership” tab at the top of the AAVP web page 
(https://www.aavp.org) and then clicking “Join / Renew”.  If you login to 
the site before clicking “Join / Renew”, your personal information will be 
prepopulated on the renewal form.

The AAVP website is now a secure site and you may pay your dues without leaving the site. If you are 
experiencing problems with the payment of your dues online or need a receipt, please contact me. 
If you prefer to pay your dues by check, please mail a check payable to AAVP to me at the address below. 
Members who are in good standing may purchase an online subscription to Veterinary Parasitology for an 
additional $50.00 per year. The subscription will be valid for calendar year 2020.  You will need to have your 
dues paid up.  Click on the “AAVP Member Only Area” link at the top of the web page and then on the 
dropdown menu for “Member Only Resources.”  Then click on the “Subscribe to Veterinary Parasitology” and 
proceed with payment
Thank you for continuing to support the AAVP!  We rely on your dues to keep the society working.

Dr. Adriano Vatta 
Secretary/Treasurer, AAVP 
c/o Zoetis 
6291 North 37th Street 
Richland, MI 49083, USA 
Phone: (706) 224-9445 

Submitted by Dr. Adriano Vatta, Secretary/Treasurer, AAVP
E-mail: adriano.vatta@zoetis.com

Dues Reminder
January 31, 2020
…WAS the deadline 

for payment.
Pay your 2020 dues 

online at:
https://www.aavp.org/

Adriano Vatta
Secretary/Treasurer

mailto:adriano.vatta@zoetis.com
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2019 AAVP Educators’ Symposium

2019 AAVP Educators’ Meeting: University of Florida College of Veterinary Medicine
The 2019 AAVP Educators’ Meeting theme was "The Future 
of Veterinary Parasitology Education: Maximizing Significant 
Learning ".  The meeting was a hands-on, interactive event 
with a goal to focus on creative ways to emphasize 
parasitology across the veterinary curricula, recognizing that 
time within the curriculum is being limited for many educators.  
The meeting included speakers from the Companion Animal 
Parasite Council, 
Dr. Craig Prior, 
past-president of 
CAPC, discussing 
their recent 
initiatives to 
increase parasite 
awareness and 
education as they 
strive to deliver 
current parasite 

advice and recommendations to practicing veterinarians and Dr. 
Ariana Boltax from Cornell University, discussing ways to better 
assess students regarding clinical reasoning.
Prior to the meeting, Dr. Bobbi Conner, DVM, ACVECC, Director of 
Education & Development and UF Teaching Academy member 
and clinical associate professor of emergency medicine and 
critical care, met with Dr. Byron Blagburn to model Pod Casts 
and presented some easy ways to incorporate them into the 
classroom.  She presented the different ways to use Poll 
Everywhere in PowerPoint presentations and, joined by Dr. 

Heather Walden, 
modeled ways to use 
PowerPoint in laboratory 
simulations using 
computers in a “Choose 
your own adventure” 
type of scenario.  She 
also demonstrated her 
“Telestations” game 
where you work with 
group members to draw 
clues to determine your unknown parasite.  These are alternatives 
when lab time is limited.
Drs. Judith Bertran, DVM, a surgical oncology assistant professor at 
UF, and W. Alex Fox-Alvarez, DVM, MS, DACVS, an assistant 
professor of small animal surgery, demonstrated “Escape Boxes” in 
which participants divided into groups and were asked to “escape” 
from the parasitic disease detailed in the box.  Everyone had to work 
through clues to open the next box to move forward in the exercise, 

Podcast with Drs. Conner 
and Blagburn

Escape box

Dr. Heather Walden (Symposium 
Organizer) with Dr. Dwight Bowman

Telestations
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making their way through several distractions along the way, a 
crossword puzzle with clues detectable only by black light, a picture 
puzzle and then finally opening the final box to a prize of candy!  
Exercises such as these can energize students and can be used as 
an alternative to the traditional lecture, or to reinforce topics recently 
covered, giving them a way to bring all the pieces of dealing with 
parasitic infections together and allowing them to see the bigger 
picture.
Moving to 
the UFCVM 
clinical skills 
laboratory, 
Dr. 
Antoinette 
Marsh 
discussed 
clinical skills 
at The Ohio 
State 
University 

and Dr. Andy Moorhead, along with UFCVM 4th year 
student, Laura de Armas and her dog, demonstrated 
the CBVE simulation at UGA where students are 
asked to talk to mock-clients about parasitic infections 
in their pets.  The meeting concluded with Dr. Meriam 
Saleh reporting the results of the updated Veterinary Parasitology survey, comparing past results with current 
curriculum status among participating parasitologists.  Everyone went away with a USB drive with everything 
presented or discussed for the day, with the hopes that many can 
start using some of these activities in their own classrooms.  

Submitted by Dr. Heather Walden, Symposium Organizer

Email: hdstockdale@ufl.edu

Dr. Moorhead with Laura de 
Armas and her dog

Escape box contents

Dr. Antoinette Marsh demonstrating computer 
laboratory program

mailto:hdstockdale@ufl.edu
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65th Annual Meeting of the AAVP – Conference Information

Message from the Program Committee
The American Association of Veterinary Parasitologists (AAVP) will hold 
its 65th Annual Meeting on June 20th – 23rd in Snowbird, Utah. The venue 
is an outstanding site and provides meeting space perfect for our 65th 
annual meeting, which is sure to make it an event to remember! 
Parasitologists and students from academia, industry, government as 
well as private practitioners are expected to attend, providing an 
excellent opportunity for sharing information and concepts.  
The 2020 Program Chair, Dr Doug Carithers, and the Program 
Committee, Drs John Gilleard, Mason Reichard, Martin Nielsen, Adriano 
Vatta, Grace VanHoy, Kathryn Duncan and Al Marchiondo are currently 
assembling an outstanding scientific program.  The theme of this year’s 
meeting is “Progressive Solutions for Age-Old Problems”.  The plenary 
talks on Saturday will provide practical solutions for dealing with known-
resistant populations.  Dr. Ray Kaplan will provide an update about the 
rapidly developing issue of triple-resistant hookworms, originating from 
racing Greyhounds.  He will discuss how the issue came about, and the 
best recommendations for control.  Dr. John Gilleard will discuss the 

ever growing problem of anthelmintic resistance in gastrointestinal parasites of grazing livestock including 
best practices for sustainable control and management.  These discussions should be beneficial for all the 
attendees, as it is very likely most will have to address related questions from practitioners in their 
geographies.  The meeting is opening up with this discussion to ensure all have the opportunity to have any 
follow up questions related to these important resistance issues addressed.  The President’s symposium on 
Monday will cover selected emerging wildlife parasite issues that are causing clinically relevant issues in the 
domestic animal population. Dr. Emily Jenkins will be giving an update on Echinococcus multilocularis, which 
is relevant as infections are spreading south in the Appalachian Mountains.  Dr. Grace VanHoy will be 
presenting new data of clinical outcomes of Parelaphostrongylus tenuis infection in small ruminates. 
As has been the long practice of the AAVP, the 65th Annual Meeting will include student presentations and a 
student competition.  We will again integrate all student papers into the topical session that is most 
appropriate.  While this presents some logistical challenges for the competition and the judging, it reinforces 
our philosophy that the student’s research should be presented along that of other members.  The program 
will also include presentations by recipients of the AAVP- Boehringer Ingelheim Distinguished Veterinary 
Parasitologist Award, and the AAVP-Merck Outstanding Graduate Student Award, provided we receive 
nominees!  Please submit your nominations to Dr. Lindsay Starkey by March 30, 2020.
Again, each poster social event will start off with a “Poster-Pitch” session in which each poster presenter will 
have the opportunity to give a “1 slide / 1 minute” pitch describing their poster.  This is a fun and effective way 
for poster presenters to highlight their key message(s) and encourage delegates to visit their posters.  
As in the past, an excellent series of events is planned for the students.  Special lunchtime meetings are being 
developed to promote student interactions with established workers in different fields of parasitology and to 
enhance student-to-student interactions.  On Saturday, prior to the opening session, there will be a student 
“meet and greet” and a “Getting a job” discussion. On Sunday, there will be a discussion on publishing (“What 
to do to get your manuscript accepted”); and on Monday, new student officers will be elected and student 
chapter reports shared.  As in years past, a post-meeting excursion is being planned for students.  This year’s 
excursion will be to the famous Tracy Aviary, in Salt Lake City.  Students will be getting a special, behind the 
scenes tour of this wonderful facility.  Following the tour, students will have dinner either in SLC or back at 
Snowbird, and the students will have separate hotel arrangements taken care of for their Tuesday night.  
Departures for the attending students should be planned for Wednesday, June 24th out of the Salt Lake City 

Doug Carithers
President-elect and 

Program Chair
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International Airport.  Final trip details and enrollment instructions will be emailed after the deadline for abstract 
submissions.  For any questions contact Dr. Grace VanHoy (gracevanhoy@mail.com), or Dr. Kathryn Duncan 
(katdunc@ostatemail.okstate.edu).
Sunday morning will begin with an early breakfast for current and new members of the many AAVP 
committees to review the past year’s progress and entertain new proposals.  Committee reports will be in the 
newsletter prior to the meeting and presented at the Saturday Board Meeting.
Socials will be held each evening sponsored by Bayer on Saturday night and Boehringer Ingelheim on Sunday 
night, with a third social on Monday night.
Updates to the program, as it continues to develop, will be shared on the AAVP web site 
(http://www.aavp.org/).  Please note that the final program for the conference will be posted on the AAVP web 
site, and in the Summer Issue of the Newsletter.
The Program Committee now invites abstracts for oral presentations and posters with a submission deadline 
of April 17th, 2020.  The meeting of the AAVP is a very successful vehicle for the dissemination of the latest 
data and views on the biology and control of parasites of veterinary importance.  It is also an excellent 
networking opportunity. We sincerely hope that you will consider presenting a paper, poster, or simply joining 
us in beautiful Snowbird, Utah this summer.

Sincerely, 

Submitted by Dr. Doug Carithers, Program Chair and President-Elect

Email: doug.carithers@boehringer-ingelheim.com

mailto:gracevanhoy@mail.com
mailto:katdunc@ostatemail.okstate.edu
http://www.aavp.org/
mailto:doug.carithers@boehringer-ingelheim.com
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Meeting Location

Snowbird, Utah
The American Association of Veterinary 
Parasitologists 65th Annual Meeting will be held 
June 20–23, 2020, 2018 at Snowbird, Utah, USA.

The resort at Snowbird, just outside Salt Lake City, 
Utah, offers an ideal venue for this year’s conference, 
with beautiful scenery and a meeting room design 
perfect for our AAVP sessions.  A wide variety of options 
for sleeping accommodations will also be available, with 
single rooms, suites or condos, sleeping up to 10.  There 
is a dedicated spa venue as well as an outside heated 
swimming pool and whirlpools.  All of this and summer 
activities too!  Mountain roller coaster, Alpine slide, tram 
rides, mountain biking, hiking, etc.  Make plans to 
attend.

Address
9385 S. Snowbird Center Dr.
Snowbird, UT 84092
USA

Telephone
801.933.2222 (Contact number only.  Do not use this number to make reservations.) 

Conference Registration
It is highly recommended you pre-register for the Snowbird, Utah meeting.  Final acceptance of abstracts 
will be dependent on having received a completed registration by May 27, 2020.  You can register by 
clicking on-line at https://www.aavp.org/aavp-2020-annual-meeting/.  On-line payments can be completed by 
credit card (Visa, MasterCard, American Express, etc.).

2020 Registration Fees

Members
● Early bird registration (deadline: May 27, 2020): US $325.00 (general) / US $130.00 (student)
● Late registration (after May 27, 2020) or on-site: US $425.00 (general) / US $230.00 (student)

Non-Members
● Early bird registration (deadline: May 27, 2020): US $450.00(general)
● Late registration (after May 27, 2020) or on-site: US $550.00 (general)

The AAVP meeting registration fee supports the costs of running the meeting.  Hotel reservations are separate 
and need to be booked directly with the hotel either online or by phone as outlined below in the “Hotel 
Reservations” section.  Only members of the AAVP and fully-registered non-members will be allowed to attend 
the scientific sessions (guests can only attend sponsored sessions).  Membership dues for 2020 must be paid 
in full to register at the “member” rate.  AAVP annual membership dues are not included in the meeting 
registration fee but can be paid separately during the registration process; however, membership will only be 

Snowbird, Utah

about:blank
https://www.aavp.org/aavp-2020-annual-meeting/
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good through the calendar year, 2020.  Also, the AAVP conference is independent of the AVMA (American 
Veterinary Medical Association) Conference to be held in San Diego, July 31–August 4, 2020.  Registrations 
are not transferrable.  A proceedings book with abstracts, meeting badge, and other information will be 
available for you on-site.  These items will not be mailed in advance of the meeting even if you pre-register.  
Students must be AAVP members to apply for an AAVP student travel grant (Young Investigator Travel Grant) 
and compete in the AAVP student award competitions.

Hotel Reservations
Reduced Rate until May 27, 2020
Hotel
To make your hotel reservation you can:
1. Access the AAVP hotel link via the American Association of Veterinary Parasitologists (AAVP) web 
site (https://www.aavp.org/aavp-2020-annual-meeting-hotel_travel/) and then follow the instructions.
2. Or, click on the following hyper link:  https://reservations.snowbird.com/.  There you will be able to 
book and hold your reservation with a credit card.  The group code is 2CK06E.  Note that bookings may only 
be done online for the period June 18-24, 2020.  If you wish to book additional stays outside these dates, 
please call the hotel (see below).
3. Or, you can call Snowbird Central Reservations at 800-453-3000, be sure to mention our group 
code: 2CK06E.
The hotel has offered a special room rate of $169.00 plus applicable taxes and fees.  This rate is for standard 
hotel bedrooms with two queen beds.
One-bedroom suites are offered at $329.00 plus applicable taxes and fees.
The actual scientific meeting will be held in The Cliff Lodge at Snowbird, if you wish to book into the same 
building as the meeting venue.
Guests will receive discounts of 50% off for spa access and 20% off for spa treatments.
The group rate will be available three (3) days before and three (3) days after the main conference 
dates.
It is important for all meeting attendees to stay at this hotel in order to satisfy our room block commitment.
Make your room reservations by May 27, 2020.  After that date, the unreserved room block will be released, 
and the special conference reduced rates will expire.
Of note: Book early, as the “Early Bird” rates are based upon availability only.  A finite number of rooms have 
been contracted at that rate and are likely to be taken before the May 27, 2020 deadline. 

Travel

Airport
The airport for the meeting is Salt Lake City International Airport (airport code: SLC).  

Airport Transportation
Travel between the airport and the hotel takes approximately 45 minutes.  Airport shuttles may be arranged 
with Canyon Transportation while booking accommodation through Snowbird Central Reservations (800-
453-3000) or up to 48 hours prior to arrival.  The current group round-trip pre-paid price is $76.00 per 
person.  Walk-ups will be accepted at a higher rate on a space available basis at the Canyon Transportation 
desk located in the baggage claim area of the Salt Lake City International Airport.  Cancellations received 

https://www.aavp.org/aavp-2020-annual-meeting-hotel_travel/
https://reservations.snowbird.com/
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within 48 hours of arrival are non-refundable.  Driver gratuity is not included, and prices are subject to 
change.

Parking
If you are driving your own vehicle to the hotel, self-parking is complimentary for all Snowbird lodges.  Valet 
parking is available at the Cliff Lodge at $12.00 per day per vehicle, with a maximum of $48.00 for the 
duration of your stay.

Students
Students looking for room share should contact Grace VanHoy (gracevanhoy@gmail.com), Kathryn Duncan 
(Kathryn.duncan@okstate.edu), or post on the Student Chapters of The AAVP Facebook page.

Scientific Program

General
The 2020 program continues with many of the previous approaches, which we believe will enhance an already 
fun and informative veterinary parasitology meeting.  Attendees beware: given there are no less than 150 
paid registrants, it is a physical impossibility to accommodate the temperature wishes of each. This has been 
and continues to be a key complaint in the annual reviews of the meeting.  To enjoy the event, the smart play 
is to “layer up” and bring outerwear that can be easily removed.
Saturday afternoon starts with the President's opening remarks immediately followed by the plenary session 
with a theme of “Resistance Development and Practical Management Strategies.”
Following the plenary session and ensuing coffee break, presentations will be made by this year’s recipient 
of the AAVP-Boehringer Ingelheim Distinguished Veterinary Parasitologist Award and the winner of the 2020 
AAVP-Merck Outstanding Graduate Student Award.  The day’s activities will culminate with the Bayer Social.
Sunday morning begins with meetings of the AAVP committees; breakfast will be provided. The scientific 
sessions will begin mid-morning at the completion of the committee meetings.  The day will conclude with a 
symposium by Boehringer Ingelheim and the Boehringer Ingelheim Social.
Monday morning will begin with scientific presentations followed by the AAVP Business Meeting and Awards 
Ceremony in the second half of the morning.  Thereafter, scientific presentations will continue for the rest of 
the day.  This will be followed by a meeting of the ACVM Parasitology Diplomats.  The day’s festivities will 
come to a close with a Social.
Tuesday morning starts with the President’s Symposium which has the theme of “Emerging wildlife parasite 
issues.”  The morning will conclude with a session devoted to AAVP-NCVP Parasite Case Discussions.
Throughout the meeting there will be plenty of opportunities for you to share and to learn about results of 
research from a variety of veterinary parasitology laboratories. And, of course, there are the outstanding social 
events! A preliminary schedule of events is listed on the next page.

Oral Presentation Guidelines
All oral presentations will be given a 15-minute time slot. Plan to deliver your presentation in 12-13 minutes 
to allow time for questions.  Please remember to summarize and repeat questions before responding so that 
the audience can clearly hear and understand.  Audience microphones will not be available this year so 
repeating the question is imperative.  Monitors will not be on the podiums this year.
A speaker ready room will not be available. Use good judgement in the selection of colors, fonts and image 
size.  If you must preface a slide with “…You probably can’t see this…” or “…This may be hard to see …” then 
it should not be in your presentation.  Expect that room lights will be on at least midway in the meeting room.

https://www.facebook.com/groups/332987480064898/
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A “green…yellow…red” light system will be placed on each podium to provide speakers with notices of the 
time remaining for their talk.  When the light turns red, the microphone and slides will be turned off.  Seems 
cruel, but it has been a remarkable asset to keeping the sessions on time.

Audiovisual Support
Electronic presentations on commonly-used portable media (memory stick) must be used.  AAVP will provide 
equipment in each meeting room for projected computer presentations; personal laptops are not to be used.  
Files must be placed in the appropriate computer desktop folder and in the designated session prior to the 
start of your session.  An audiovisual technician will be onsite to help with this. Sufficient time (30 minutes) is 
provided between sessions that include successive papers to accomplish this task.  Please plan to load and, 
if time permits, quickly view your presentation during this time.  You will not be permitted to load your talk 
when you reach the podium to present.  PowerPoint is the only software supported for electronic 
presentations.  Other programs or the use of personal computers are at the discretion of the Program Chair.  
Slides (2 X 2) and overhead projectors will NOT be available.

Preliminary Schedule of Events
Saturday, June 20

8:00 AM – 12:00 PM: AAVP Executive Board/Committee Chairs Meeting
12:00 PM –   1:30 PM: Student Meet & Greet / Facilitated discussion on “Getting a Job”
12:00 PM –   6:00 PM: On-site Registration

2:00 PM –   4:30 PM: Welcome and Plenary Session
5:00 PM –   6:30 PM: AAVP-Boehringer Ingelheim Distinguished Veterinary Parasitologist Award 

and AAVP-Merck Outstanding Graduate Student Award
6:30 PM –   9:30 PM: Bayer Event - Welcoming Reception

Sunday, June 21
7:00 AM –   8:30 AM: AAVP Committee Meetings (with breakfast)
8:30 AM –   6:00 PM: On-site Registration
8:30 AM – 10:00 AM: Concurrent Oral Paper Sessions

10:30 AM – 12:00 PM: Concurrent Oral Paper Sessions
12:00 PM –   1:00 PM: Zoetis Lunch / AAVP Student Lunch:  Discussion on Publishing 

1:30 PM –   3:00 PM: Concurrent Oral Paper Sessions
3:30 PM –   5:00 PM: Concurrent Oral Paper Sessions
6:30 PM –   9:30 PM: Boehringer Ingelheim Event

Monday, June 22
8:00 AM – 12:00 PM: On-site Registration
8:30 AM – 10:00 AM: Concurrent Oral Paper Sessions

10:30 AM – 12:00 PM: AAVP Business Meeting / Awards Ceremony
12:00 PM –   1:00 PM: Lunch / AAVP Student Lunch: Elections and Student Chapter Reports

1:00 PM –   3:00 PM: Concurrent Oral Paper Sessions
3:30 PM –   5:00 PM: Concurrent Oral Paper Sessions
5:15 PM –   6:15 PM: ACVM Diplomate meeting
6:30 PM –   9:30 PM: Event

Tuesday June 23
8:30 AM – 10:00 AM: AAVP President's Symposium

10:30 AM – 12:00 PM: AAVP-NCVP Parasite Case Discussions
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Please note: the conference program is still in development. The final program will be posted on the AAVP 
website (www.aavp.org) by May 27, 2020.

Abstract Submission
Abstract submission closes April 17, 2020
General
As in previous years, the word limit for abstract text (excluding author names and addresses) is 300.  Abstracts 
may not contain tables.  Abstracts should not be hypothetical in nature and should contain reference to real 
data.  The submission portal allows you to submit an abstract and make changes until 11:59 PM on April 17, 
2020, so no need to wait until the last second to upload your abstract!  You will likely find it easiest to compose 
your abstract in a Word file then, once finalized, transfer (cut-and-paste) the title and abstract to the 
appropriate text boxes.  Presenters will be notified before the early registration deadline (May 27, 2020) 
whether their abstracts have been accepted.
If you have any questions regarding program, please do not hesitate to contact the Program Chair, Dr. Doug 
Carithers at doug.carithers@boehringer-ingelheim.com or 1-770-331-6069.  Likewise, for technical issues 
regarding abstract submission click on the “Support” button, on the top right of the screen within the abstract 
submission web site, for assistance.
Please remember, final acceptance of your abstract is contingent upon confirmation of receipt of the 
registration fee by May 27, 2020.

CATALYST
We will be using the same “CATALYST” system for abstract submission as last year. 
Instructions for creating a submission:
If you have an account in CATALYST, follow these instructions below.
1. Click on the link below to create a submission.

a. https://catalyst.omnipress.com/aavp2020
2. Enter your email address and password, then click Sign In.
3. Once logged in, a turquoise box will pop up at the top of your screen indicating you have created a 

submission.  You will be in edit mode of that submission.
4. Complete all the required fields on all the tabs.
5. Click “Save,” on the bottom right of your screen as necessary.  *If required fields are missing data, you 

will see the missing data tabs indicated with a red triangle.
6. Click “Submit” on the bottom right of your screen when you are ready to submit your abstract.
7. You will immediately receive a confirmation email that your submission was successful.  If unsuccessful, 

click "Support" at the top of the site (or “Site Support” for sign in issues) to submit a ‘support ticket.
All emails come from noreply@omnipress.com.  To ensure you receive all communication, please be sure 
"omnipress.com" is added as a safe sender or have your IT department white list “omnipress.com.”
If you have any technical issues, please click on “Site Support,” at the bottom of the log in page.
For additional help, please use this helpful guide.
If you do not have an account in CATALYST, follow these instructions below.
1. Click on the link below to create a submission.

a. https://catalyst.omnipress.com/aavp2020
2. Click on the Create Account tab to register an account.

http://www.aavp.org/
https://catalyst.omnipress.com/aavp2020
mailto:noreply@omnipress.com
https://docs.omnibooksonline.com/assets/CATALYST/Collection_Documents/CATALYST_GUIDE.pdf
https://catalyst.omnipress.com/aavp2020
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3. Enter your email address, password and confirm password.  Click the Sign up button.
a. CATALYST will send you a “Confirm your account” email.

4. Click on the turquoise button in your email labeled, “Confirm Account.”
5. A pop-up will appear stating, “Thank you for confirming your email.”
6. Click on the “Please click here to login.”
7. Once logged in, a turquoise box will pop up at the top of your screen indicating you have created a 

submission.  You will be in edit mode of that submission.
8. Complete all the required fields on all the tabs.
9. Click “Save,” on the bottom right of your screen as necessary. *If required fields are missing data, you 

will see the missing data tabs indicated with a red triangle.
10. Click “Submit” on the bottom right of your screen when you are ready to submit your abstract.
11. You will immediately receive a confirmation email that your submission was successful. If unsuccessful, 

click "Support" at the top of the site (or “Site Support” for sign in issues) to submit a ‘support ticket.
All emails come from noreply@omnipress.com.  To ensure you receive all communication, please be sure 
"omnipress.com" is added as a safe sender or have your IT department white list “omnipress.com.”
If you have any technical issues, please click on “Site Support,” at the bottom of the log in page.
For additional help, please use this helpful guide.

Students
If you wish to apply for an AAVP “Young Investigator Travel Grant”, the required forms are posted on the 
AAVP web site and are also available when you enter your abstract information. If you wish to participate in 
the student paper competition, you must also identify that the presenting author is a student. Final submission 
of your abstract will require that you have uploaded the necessary forms on the abstract submission web site. 
If you have any questions, please contact Dr. Grace VanHoy (grace.vanhoy@gmail.com), or Dr. Kathryn 
Duncan (katdunc@ostatemail.okstate.edu ).

Awards and Travel Grants

AAVP Achievement Awards
Information on the AAVP achievement awards can be found on the AAVP website and in the Spring 2018 
AAVP Newsletter.  Awards include the AAVP- Boehringer Ingelheim Distinguished Veterinary Parasitologist 
Award, the AAVP Distinguished Service Award, the AAVP-Merck Outstanding Graduate Student Award, the 
AAVP-William C. Campbell One-Health Award, and the AAVP-CAPC Graduate Student Award in Zoonotic 
Disease.

AAVP-Bayer Best Student Oral Presentation Award / AAVP-Elanco Poster Presentation Award
The awards are given to undergraduate/graduate students who compete successfully in the Student 
Presentation competition.  Both presentations award three places., All students who submit applications for 
the AAVP Young Investigator Travel Grants should indicate on the Annual Meeting web site if they wish to be 
part of the Best Student Presentation competition.  Students who do not apply for a Young Investigator Travel 
Grant but wish to compete for the Best Student Presentation Awards should do likewise.  At the time of 
abstract submission, all students should submit the Verification of Student Status form available on the Annual 
Meeting web site or during abstract submission.  Judges at the meeting will use the checklist available below 
to help rate the presentations.  The Awards Committee will offer two awards to students that present their own 
research.  In 2020, the first, second and third place awards will be cash prizes sponsored by Bayer Animal 
Health and first, second and third place poster awards will be cash prizes sponsored by Elanco.

Student Poster Presentation Award Judging Check List     Student Oral Presentation Award Judging Check List

mailto:noreply@omnipress.com
https://docs.omnibooksonline.com/assets/CATALYST/Collection_Documents/CATALYST_GUIDE.pdf
mailto:grace.vanhoy@gmail.com
mailto:katdunc@ostatemail.okstate.edu
https://www.aavp.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/aavp-2020-judging-checklist-poster.pdf
https://www.aavp.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/aavp-2018-judging-checklist-oral.pdf
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AAVP Young Investigator Travel Grants (YITG)
The travel grants are competitive grants awarded to full-time DVM or undergraduate / graduate students 
enrolled in an accredited institution of higher learning and pursuing studies in veterinary parasitology, as well 
as post-doctoral associates in the first 3 years following their PhD.  Students must be an AAVP member in 
good standing as of the abstract submission deadline.  Application for a Travel Grant, verification of student 
status and submission of an acceptable abstract, are needed for this award.  Students applying for the travel 
grant are also eligible to compete for the Student Presentation Awards. However, the student who receives 
the AAVP-Merck Outstanding Graduate Student Award will receive reimbursement of travel expenses and 
therefore will not receive a Young Investigator Travel Grant.  The full guidelines for awarding YITGs may be 
viewed in this newsletter and on the website.

AAVP Verification of Student Status Young Investigator Travel Grant Application Form

Summary of Important Dates
April 17: Deadline for submission of abstracts
May 27: Deadline for payment of early bird registration fee
May 27: Conference program posted on AAVP web site and June Newsletter
May 27: Deadline for payment of early bird hotel room rate at Snowbird

June 20-23: Conference in Snowbird, Utah

Annual Meeting 2020
Important Dates

Abstract submission website closes April 17, 2020

Conference registration deadline for authors is May 27, 2020

Early bird conference registration deadline is May 27, 2020

Early bird hotel special room rate deadline is May 27, 2020

https://www.aavp.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/aavp-verification-of-student-status-2016-form.pdf
https://www.aavp.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/aavp-young-investigator-travel-grant-application-form-1.pdf


AAVP: ADVANCING VETERINARY PARASITOLOGY THROUGH 
RESEARCH AND EDUCATION 16

Guidelines for the Administration of Young Investigator Travel Grants (YITGs)
February 19, 2020

Background
On August 28, 2019, Mason Reichard (AAVP President) tasked the individuals listed below (Members of the 
Ad Hoc Committee) with reviewing current AAVP policies governing Young Investigator Travel Grants 
(YITGs). Specifically, the committee was asked to critically assess all phases of YITGs, including who 
should be eligible, should there be a more thorough review process of student applicants, how much money 
should be awarded, are matching funds necessary, should there be a cap on the amount of money spent or 
the number of grants awarded each year, and, if any other questions arose during discussions, how the ad 
hoc committee advised they should be addressed. As a deliverable, the committee was asked to provide a 
logical and defendable recommendation to the AAVP Executive Committee how YITGs should be 
administered moving forward. The committee produced a document with its recommendations.  These were 
reviewed by the AAVP Executive Committee and endorsed with some modifications at the AAVP Executive 
Committee mid-year meeting in Lexington, Kentucky, on February 10, 2020.  The present document 
constitutes the guidelines for the administration of the YITGs as endorsed by the Executive Committee.

Members of Ad Hoc Committee
Susan Little (Chair), Oklahoma State University susan.little@okstate.edu
Matt Brewer, Iowa State University brewermt@iastate.edu
Kelsey Paras, University of Georgia kelsey.paras@uga.edu
Andrew Peregrine, Univesity of Guelph aperegri@ovc.uoguelph.ca
Ashley Steuer, University of Kentucky ashley.steuer@uky.edu
Anne Zajac, Virginia Tech azajac@vt.edu
Adriano Vatta, Zoetis (AAVP Sec-Treas) adriano.vatta@zoetis.com 

Process
The AAVP YITG Ad Hoc Committee met three times by phone on September 12, October 14, and 

November 11, 2019, to discuss the charge and formulate recommendations. Drs. Little, Vatta, and 
Peregrine also met by phone on December 2 to review a draft of the present document. During this 
process, the committee gathered available data from AAVP on YITG awards over the past 5 years 
(Table 1) and the increase in spending associated with our current process (Figure 1). To gain input 
from all members of the committee, we also completed a survey and discussed the results as a group. 

Findings
The committee discovered that, while AAVP YITG spending has increased in recent years, the budget 

records available combined spending on AAVP student chapter representatives and AAVP award 
recipients (Outstanding Graduate Student and CAPC) with YITG recipients. For the committee 
discussions, the committee separated the YITG awards from the other student spending.

Guidelines for the Awarding of YITGs
1. Eligibility for AAVP YITG funding. Only AAVP members who are graduate students (MS or PhD), 

post-doctoral associates in the first 3 years of their training program, veterinary students, or 

mailto:susan.little@okstate.edu
mailto:brewermt@iastate.edu
mailto:kelsey.paras@uga.edu
mailto:aperegri@ovc.uoguelph.ca
mailto:ashley.steuer@uky.edu
mailto:azajac@vt.edu
mailto:adriano.vatta@zoetis.com
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undergraduate students should be eligible for a YITG award. Priority for awards should be graduate 
students and post-doctoral associates first, and veterinary students and undergraduate students 
second. To receive a YITG award, recipients must be registered as an AAVP member, have an 
abstract accepted for presentation, provide a mentor letter at the time of application (see #4 below), 
and present at the AAVP meeting. 

2. Not eligible for AAVP YITG funding. Although everyone with relevant interest is encouraged to 
participate in the annual AAVP meeting, YITGs will not be awarded to post-doctoral associates more 
than 3 years out from their PhD, or any other individuals (faculty, post-DVM trainees not enrolled in a 
MS or PhD program (interns, residents), research scientists, MPH students, etc.) regardless of when 
they completed their graduate or professional degree. 

3. Addressing budget shortfalls. If sufficient funds are not available to support all individuals in a given 
category in a particular year, then YITGs should be awarded first based on the quality of the 
abstract, and then by PI/mentor (each mentor only receives funding for 1–2 students depending on 
availability of funds) and by order of seniority (students in training longer receive priority).  For 
example, if 5 veterinary students apply and funds are only available for 2, then the 5 will be ranked 
by quality of abstract and the two best abstracts will be awarded.  If budget shortfalls continue or 
escalate, additional limitations to the program should be revisited in the future.

4. YITG application process. To verify student status (MS, PhD, veterinary, post-doc in first 3 years 
after receiving PhD, or undergraduate) and ensure eligibility for the YITG, a mentor (PI, principal 
investigator) letter should be included with each application. The letter should specifically state (1) 
student status at the time of presentation; (2) start date of student in current training program; (3) if a 
post-doctoral associate, the month and year the PhD was awarded; and (4) if matching funds will be 
provided by the mentor/PI or the home institution. 

5. Review of YITG applications. The Executive Committee delegates the responsibility for the allocation 
of awards in accordance with these guidelines to the awards committee, with the student 
representatives of the Executive Committee designated as advisors to the awards committee chair.  
In the case that the review of abstracts is required, the Program Chair will be responsible for 
assigning reviewers.  Prior to awarding any funds, the awards committee chair or their designee 
should evaluate the applications and confirm each student: (1) is an AAVP member in good 
standing; (2) has an accepted abstract at the upcoming AAVP meeting; and (3) is eligible to receive 
a YITG based on their trainee status at presentation. Incomplete applications that do not include a 
mentor/PI letter validating student status should be considered invalid and funds not awarded. It is 
not the responsibility of the awards committee chair, the student representatives, or the AAVP 
Secretary/Treasurer to solicit letters or request dues payments be made to ensure applications are 
complete.

6. Amount to be awarded. The maximum spend on AAVP YITGs each year is $20,000, but this figure 
will be reviewed from time to time and may be increased or decreased at the discretion of the AAVP 
Executive Committee. Further, the maximum amount to be paid each student will be $700 in 
matching funds.  In years when more students apply than funds are available to support; the AAVP 
will prioritize students who are funded rather than reducing the amount awarded to each individual 
student (see #3 above). 
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7. Process for receiving funds. To be reimbursed, each student must submit scanned receipts for all 
usual, customary, and reasonable (UCR) travel expenses to the AAVP Secretary/Treasurer within 2 
weeks following the meeting. Travel expenses include transportation, hotel, meals, taxi or ride share, 
airport parking, registration, and similar expenditures associated with attending the meeting. Per 
diem will not be considered; actual receipts (scanned) for food purchased while in transit or while 
attending the meeting are required.  To avoid confusion, each receipt should be explained in brief, 
e.g. “lunch in transit 19 June 2020”.  Each student may receive up to $700 matching funds so long 
as receipts are provided for UCR travel expenses justifying that amount (i.e. at least $1,400 in total 
expenses must be documented to receive the maximum $700).

8. Matching funds. Matching funds from the mentor or home institution should be expected but not 
required. If matching funds are not available, the mentor must provide a letter certifying that 
matching funds are not available (see mentor/PI letter above). So long as otherwise qualified, 
students without matching funds would still be eligible for the lesser amount of 50% the cost of 
attending the meeting or $700. However, no YITG recipient will receive more than the maximum 
amount allowed (50% expenses up to $700).

9. Cap on the amount of money spent or the number of grants awarded each year. No more than 
$20,000 will be spent on the YITG program each year, unless this amount is modified by the 
Executive Committee, and each recipient will receive only up to $700 per year in matching funds. If 
all students request the maximum, then only ~ 28 awards could be made each year. However, 
usually ~50% of students request the maximum amount. Accordingly, up to 32 YITGs may be 
approved to qualified applicants. In addition, the YITG program will be re-evaluated on a yearly basis 
by the Executive Committee prior to the annual meeting to ensure the aims of the grants are met by 
the $20,000 budget cap while also ensuring that the funding fits within the overall budget or the 
AAVP. 
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Table 1. Young investigator travel grantsA awarded by American Association of Veterinary Parasitologists, 
2014–2018.

Year Total amount 
spent on YITGA 
(average awardB, 
total number)

Without 
undergraduates 

Without veterinary 
students and 
undergraduates 

Status of recipients

2014 $10,404 ($473, 22) $9,904 $9,904 21 GR, 1 UN
2015 $13,718 ($443, 31) $12,243 $11,421 1 PO, 24 GR, 4 UN, 2 VE
2016 $13,900 ($434, 32) $12,087 $11,517 1 PO, 23 GR, 5 UN, 2 VE, 1 NR
2017 $11,904 ($313, 38) $11,425 $9,255 2 PO, 25 GR, 2 UN, 7 VE, 2 NR
2018 $19,921 ($415, 48) $17,581 $14,756 4 PO, 29 GR, 6 UN, 9 VE

Average $13,969 ($416, 34) $12,648 $11,371 2 PO, 24 GR, 4 UN, 4 VE 
 

AActual recorded expenditure for YITG; excludes student awardees (Outstanding Graduate Student and CAPC) and 
AAVP student chapter representatives. Higher numbers presented at the AAVP business meeting resulted from 
combining YITG with travel by student awardees and student chapter representatives.
BRequires 100% match and thus student expense for attending is at least twice the amount awarded

PO: Post-doctoral associate; GR: graduate student; UN: undergraduate student; VE: veterinary student; NR: not 
reported

Figure 1. Young investigator travel grantsA awarded by American Association of Veterinary Parasitologists, 
2014–2018.

AActual recorded expenditure for YITG; excludes student awardees (Outstanding Graduate Student and CAPC) and 
AAVP student chapter representatives. Higher numbers cited earlier are due to combining YITG with travel by student 
awardees and student chapter representatives.

Outlier or 
Future?
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Committee Reports

Students

Hey parasitology student crew!  Kathryn and I have been helping plan this year’s conference and are excited 
to share the following details with you:

Young Investigator Travel Grants:  Please refer to the information provided in the Awards and Travel Grants 
section of this newsletter.

Student trip: This year’s excursion will be to the famous Tracy Aviary, in Salt Lake City.  Students will be 
getting a special, behind the scenes tour of this wonderful facility.  Following the tour, students will have dinner 
in SLC and will have separate hotel arrangements taken care of for their Tuesday night.  Departures for the 
attending students should be planned for Wednesday, June 24th out of the Salt Lake City International Airport.  
Final trip details and enrollment instructions will be emailed after the deadline for abstract submissions.

Lunchtime meetings: Kathryn and I have been revamping our lunch meetings and are very excited to have 
some engaging speakers and fun get-togethers! Saturday will be a meet-and-greet lunch where we’ll have 
you share what you’ve all been working on throughout the year and engage in a facilitated discussion about 
“Getting a Job”, Sunday we will be hosting a special panel of Editors-in-Chief of parasitology journals who will 
share with us the do’s and don’ts of publishing, and Monday we will have student chapter reports and 
elections.  Look for details on these meetings as the conference gets closer.

Roommates for Snowbird: Students looking for room share should contact Kathryn Duncan 
(Kathryn.duncan@okstate.edu) or Grace VanHoy (grace.vanhoy@gmail.com) and we will be sure to match 
you up. 

Both of us are looking forward to seeing familiar faces and meeting some new ones at the conference! Please 
let us know if there is anything we can help you with as you plan your travel and submit your abstracts or 
apply for the Young Investigator Travel Grant.

Respectfully,

Grace VanHoy (nematode enthusiast) and Kathryn Duncan (arachnid wrangler) 

Grace VanHoy

Kathryn Duncan

mailto:Kathryn.duncan@okstate.edu
mailto:grace.vanhoy@gmail.com
https://www.aavp.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/aavp-young-investigator-travel-grant-application-form-1.pdf
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Nominating Committee
The Nominating Committee is made up of 6 members with 3-year staggered 
memberships.  The current committee consists of:

Term Ends
2020 Joyce Login

Ashley McGrew
2021 Yoko Nagamori

Lindsay Starkey

2022 Alice Lee
Andrew Moorhead

The committee is charged with developing the ballot for election of officers and 
members of the Nominating Committee.
Each year a new Vice President and 2 new Nominating Committee members are 
elected, and every 2 years a new Secretary/Treasurer is elected.
Committee members proposed several people for each position, and then the list 

was ranked by the committee.  The top ranked nominees for each position were contacted and asked to serve.  
This year there are 2 nominees for Vice President, 1 nominee for Secretary/Treasurer, and, as required by 
the by-laws, 5 nominees for the Nominating Committee.  Their biographies are in this issue of the Newsletter.  
Electronic voting will begin March 2nd and end April 3rd.  Good luck to all the nominees!

Vice President Secretary/Treasurer Nominating Committee
Chris Adolph
Antoinette Marsh

Adriano Vatta Kelly Allen
Brian Herrin
Manigandan Lejeune
Joyce Login
Jessica Rodriguez

Yoko Nagamori, Chair
Nominating Committee
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Nominee Biographies

Nominees for Vice President

Chris Adolph, DVM, MS

Diplomate, ACVM-Parasit.
Veterinary Specialist (Parasitology)
Zoetis Animal Health
Dr Adolph received his D.V.M. degree in 1996 from Oklahoma State 
University.  After a year and a half as an associate veterinarian, Dr 
Adolph moved to Southpark Veterinary Hospital as a partner for 4 
years and full owner for 13 years. During his time as a practice 
owner, he developed a special interest in parasitology and practice 
management.  In blending these two areas of focus, Dr. Adolph 
attended advanced parasitology and practice management 
continuing education events, became informed of the most current 
information available, and developed practice protocols based in 
sound science that were readily accepted by pet owners.
In 2011, Dr. Adolph began a Master’s degree program under the 
guidance of Dr. Susan Little at Oklahoma State University.  For the 
next 2 and a half years, Dr. Adolph simultaneously worked toward 

his graduate degree while practicing and managing his veterinary hospital full time.  While enrolled 
in the graduate program, Dr. Adolph was inducted into the Phi Kappa Phi honor society, which 
recognizes academic excellence in fields of higher education.  Dr. Adolph graduated with a Master’s 
degree in 2013, the same year he was named to the 25 veterinarians to watch in 2013 by Veterinary 
Practice News.
Dr. Adolph is a board member of both The National Center for Veterinary Parasitology and The 
American Heartworm Society.  He has authored numerous, peer-reviewed scientific papers, a 
chapter for an upcoming text book and conducted research in canine and feline parasitic diseases.  
For the past eleven years, Dr. Adolph has been a popular speaker nationally and internationally, on 
small animal parasitology and practice management topics. In 2015, Dr. Adolph passed the rigorous 
parasitology board exams and is now a diplomate of the American College of Veterinary 
Microbiologists.
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Antoinette Marsh, MS, PhD, JD
Dr. Marsh received her MS and PhD while at the University of California, Davis.  Her law degree is 

from The Ohio State University (2007).  Dr. Marsh has 
published extensively on Sarcocystidae parasites, as 
well as studies involving Cytauxzoon felis, 
Haemonchus contortus and Ancylostoma caninum, 
legal aspects of veterinary practice and forensics.  Dr. 
Marsh has mentored resident (MS) and doctoral 
candidates investigating parasitology questions.  Dr. 
Marsh’s strong background in diagnostics, ethics and 
the standard of veterinary care have proven useful in 
her work through legal consultation and the 
professional education she provides to DVM students. 
She was on faculty at the University of Missouri, 
College of Veterinary Medicine (1998-2004).  She 
returned to parasitology teaching in 2011 after 
providing a locum coverage for veterinary parasitology 
at Ross School of Veterinary Medicine.  At present, she 
is a tenured Associate Professor at The Ohio State 
University, College of Veterinary Medicine (class size 
164 students) where she teaches in the VM I, II, and III 
curriculum, serves as the parasitology diagnostic 
laboratory supervisor, and maintains a research 
laboratory.  She is presently on the AAVMC Ethics 
Committee and on the editorial board of the 
International Journal of Veterinary and Animal Science 
Journal.   Her AAVP service has included membership 
on the Education Committee (Chairperson-2 years) and 
Student Awards Committee.  Her roots in parasitology 
stem from her first show steer being downgraded for 

third stage Hypoderma bovis and learning fascinating parasite life cycles as a young 4-Her. 
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Nominee for Secretary-Treasurer

Adriano Vatta, BVSc, MSc, PhD, Diplomate ACVM (Parasitology)

Education:
BVSc (DVM equivalent), University of Pretoria, South Africa, 1998
MSc, University of Pretoria, South Africa, 2001
PhD, University of KwaZulu-Natal, 2008
Postdoctoral Research Associate, University of Georgia, 2011-2012
Diplomate American College of Veterinary Microbiology-Parasitology, 2017
Memberships:  AAVP, American Heartworm Society, American Consortium 
for Small Ruminant Parasite Control
Professional experience:
Clinical Study Manager, Antiparasitics, Zoetis – October 2012 to Present
Leading and participating in research and development project teams to 
license veterinary antiparasitic products, including the planning, designing, 
and monitoring of pivotal clinical laboratory and field studies, authoring study 
reports, and preparing regulatory submissions, and overseeing the execution 
of studies for market support post approval.  Collaboration with key opinion 

leaders, contract research organizations and universities.
Assistant Professor of Parasitology, Ross University School of Veterinary Medicine, Saint Kitts – 
January 2009 to May 2011
Team-teaching veterinary parasitology, including didactic lecturing and laboratory training for 2nd Semester 
veterinary students.
Veterinary Researcher, Onderstepoort Veterinary Institute – August 1998 to December 2008
Research primarily focused on managing gastrointestinal nematodes in small ruminants through alternative 
methods, in the face of widespread anthelmintic resistance.  Member of the team that refined and validated 
the FAMACHA© system for use in small ruminants in South Africa, with a focus on the development of 
recommendations for use in goats.
Collaboration and consulting with members of the American Consortium for Small Ruminant Parasite Control 
to test and validate the FAMACHA© system for use by US producers.
Chairperson: Animal Ethics Committee, Onderstepoort Veterinary Institute, April 2000 to April 2004.
Other Professional Experience:
Author or co-author on 34 peer-reviewed publications.  Has delivered over 30 keynote, oral, and poster 
presentations at national and international scientific meetings in 18 countries.  Regular reviewer for Veterinary 
Parasitology and Tropical Animal Health and Production.
Agricultural extension focused mainly on the smallholder farmers in South Africa, and Africa, and organization 
of training and scientific workshops, including an “International Workshop on Improving the Well-being of 
Resource-poor Communities – the Contribution of Small Livestock”, in collaboration with the UK Department 
for International Development.

Incumbent Secretary-Treasurer of AAVP (2018–2020).
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Candidates for the Nominating Committee

Kelly Allen, MS, PhD
Dr. Allen is originally from Athens, Georgia. She received a BS in Microbiology 
from the University of Georgia in 1999, after which she worked in the Biological 
Production and Development Department at Merial, ltd. (now Boehringer 
Ingelheim) as a research associate. While working at Merial, Kelly realized her 
interest for research and enrolled in the Medical Microbiology and Parasitology 
program at UGA’s veterinary college to earn an MS focused on Ehrlichia canis, 
while continuing to work at Merial. She relocated to Stillwater, OK in 2006 to 
pursue a PhD in Veterinary Biomedical Sciences at the Oklahoma State 
University College of Veterinary Medicine (OSU-CVM), and graduated in 
December 2010. Her dissertational research focused on the unique tick-borne 
parasite Hepatozoon americanum in dogs. Kelly stayed on a as lecturer in 
Parasitology as well as taking on the role of the National Center for Veterinary 
Parasitology (NCVP) Project Leader for several years. Currently, Dr. Allen is an 
Assistant Professor in Parasitology at OSU-CVM, where she leads a research 
laboratory focused on vector-borne parasitic infections important in both 

veterinary and human medicine. Kelly has been a member of AAVP since 2006 and has served on the Awards 
committee since 2018.

Brian H. Herrin, DVM, PhD
Education:

B.S. 2009 Oklahoma State University, Biochemistry and 
Molecular Biology

DVM 2014 Oklahoma State University, Center for Veterinary 
Health Sciences

Ph.D. 2016 Oklahoma State University, Veterinary 
Biomedical Sciences (Parasitology)
Professional experience

Current: 2017 - present Assistant Professor, Department of 
Diagnostic Medicine/Pathobiology, 
Kansas State University, Manhattan

Previous: 2016 - 2017 Post-Doctoral Researcher, Department 
of Pathobiology, Oklahoma State 
University

Research Interests
 Ticks and tick-borne diseases of domestic animals and humans
 Transmission dynamics of tick-borne pathogens
 Fleas and flea-borne diseases of domestic animals and humans
 Controlling ectoparasites infestations of dogs, cats, and horses
 Development of new diagnostic assays for tick and flea-borne pathogens

Professional Memberships
 Companion Animal Parasite Council: 2018 – Current.
 American Association of Veterinary Parasitologists; 2011 – Current. 

Statement of Purpose
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AAVP was instrumental in my development as a parasitologist and continues to be an amazing resource 
as I grow as a teacher, researcher and diagnostician. I am very happy that I have the chance to contribute 
back to the organization and its goals of student development, scientific discourse, and the advancement of 
the veterinary parasitology profession. 

Manigandan Lejeune, BVSc&AH, MVSc, PhD, Diplomate ACVM (Parasitology)
Director of Clinical Parasitology, Animal Health Diagnostic Center (AHDC), Cornell University

Dr. Lejeune received his Bachelor of Veterinary Science & Animal 
Husbandry at Pondicherry University and Master of Veterinary Science 
(Parasitology) at ANGR Agricultural University (ANGRAU), India, in 1999 
and 2001, respectively.  After completing a stint as a Senior Research 
Fellow in the Department of Parasitology, ANGRAU he moved to Canada 
in 2004 to pursue a PhD in the area of host-parasite interactions at the 
Faculty of Medicine, University of Calgary. Upon completing PhD in 
2010, Dr. Lejeune worked as Wildlife Parasitologist for six years at the 
Alberta node of the Canadian Wildlife Health Cooperative (CWHC) at the 
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, University of Calgary (UCVM). Before 
taking his present position at Cornell University in 2016, Dr. Lejeune 
worked as a Specialist in Diagnostic Parasitology at the Diagnostic 

Service Unit of UCVM. Currently, as Director of Clinical Parasitology at Cornell University, Dr. Lejeune 
oversees the day-to-day diagnostic activities of the parasitology section at the Animal Health Diagnostic 
Center. Dr. Lejeune is a Diplomate of the American College of Veterinary Microbiologists with certification in 
Veterinary Parasitology. His research interests include studying biodiversity of wildlife parasites and 
understanding host-parasite interactions at micro/macro levels. Dr. Lejeune is the Co-founder of Veterinary 
Parasitology Diagnostic Network (VetPDx) and also member of the AAVP awards committee.

Joyce A. Login, DVM
Senior Manager, US Companion Animal, Veterinary Medical Affairs, Zoetis

Dr. Login received a BS degree in Animal Science from the University of 
Massachusetts in 1984, and then attended The Ohio State University 
where she was awarded her DVM degree in 1988.
Upon graduation, she returned to her roots and practiced veterinary 
medicine at a small animal practice in New Jersey.  In 1992 she left private 
practice to embark on a career in animal health nutrition and 
pharmaceuticals. Over the last 25 years, Dr Login has had the opportunity 
to work for many different outstanding companies, gaining valuable 
knowledge from each experience.  she has worked as a professional 
services veterinarian at Hill’s Pet Nutrition, Mallinckrodt Veterinary, 
Novartis Animal Health and then Bayer Animal Health before joining Pfizer 
Animal Health, now Zoetis, in 2010.  Her first position at Zoetis was as a 

Regional Strategic Veterinarian, where she consulted with specialists at private referral hospitals and 
Colleges of Veterinary Medicine. Currently Dr. Login is the Senior Manager in Veterinary Specialty 
Operations, supporting the parasiticide line of products.
Over the course of her career, she has participated in many organizations with memberships in 
AVMA, AAHA, NJVMA, AAVP, AAIV (Association of Industrial Veterinarians), IVAPM (International 



AAVP: ADVANCING VETERINARY PARASITOLOGY THROUGH 
RESEARCH AND EDUCATION 27

Veterinary Academy of Pain Management, AAFP (Assoc. of Feline Practitioners) and AHS.  She was 
the Secretary of the AAIV and held board positions with CAPC, NCVP and CATalyst Council and is 
currently on the AAVP Nominations Committee.
She has a deep interest in the areas of infectious diseases, and in particular vector-borne diseases.  
In addition, she also has a passion for communication and leadership training.  Joyce has been 
certified in the FRANK Communication program and DiSC, as well as the Bayer Communication 
Project, and has conducted many training workshops over years.

Jessica Rodriguez, DVM, PhD, Diplomate ACVM (Parasitology)

Dr. Rodriguez earned her BS (2005) in Biomedical Sciences and DVM 
(2009) from Texas A&M University. She then completed an internship 
(2010) in Small Animal Medicine and Surgery at University of 
Tennessee. Following her internship, Dr. Rodriguez practiced at a VCA 
animal emergency hospital in Houston, TX. She then returned to Texas 
A&M and completed a PhD in Veterinary Pathobiology and NCVP 
Merial Residency in Parasitology (2017). Her research focused on the 
epidemiology, pathogenesis, and diagnosis of Heterobilharzia 
americana in dogs. She is a diplomate of the American College of 
Veterinary Microbiologists, Parasitology sub-specialty. Dr. Rodriguez 
joined Zoetis in 2017 as a field specialist in Parasitology where she is 
involved in lecturing continuing education topics to veterinarians, 
training and consulting with Zoetis colleagues, and outcomes research. 
She has been a member of AAVP since 2011. She served as a student 

representative from 2016-2018, AAVP twitter account manager since 2018, and became chair of the 
Electronic Media Committee in 2019.
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Announcements

Future Parasitology Meetings

Future meetings of the AAVP
66th Annual Meeting: June 19-22, 2021 in Lexington, KY

American Society of Parasitologists 2020
The 95th annual meeting of the American Society of Parasitologists will be held 16-19 July 2020 at the 
InterContinental Kansas City at the Plaza, Kansas City, Missouri.  American Society of Parasitologists

Conference of Research Workers in Animal Diseases (CRWAD) 2020
The 2020 CRWAD meeting will be 5 – 8 December 2020 at the Chicago Marriott, Downtown Magnificent 
Mile, Chicago, Illinois, USA.  AAVP continues to support the best student competition in the parasitology 
section of the CRWAD meeting.  CRWAD

World Association for the Advancement of Veterinary Parasitology 2021
The 28th International Conference of the World Association for the Advancement of Veterinary Parasitology 
will be held at the Convention Center Dublin, Ireland, 18-22 July 2021.  WAAVP

https://aspmeetings.wixsite.com/2020
https://crwad.org/2020-crwad-conference/
http://www.waavp2021.com/
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The American Association of Veterinary Parasitologists
Editor: Frank Hurtig

Virbac
1301 Solana Blvd, Building 2, Ste 2400
Westlake, TX 76262
Phone: 682.647.3529
Email: frank.hurtig@virbacus.com

       Associate Editor: Brian Herrin
KSU CVM
Manhattan, KS
Phone: 405.756.7629
Email: bhh@vet.k-state.edu

The American Association of Veterinary Parasitologists Newsletter is published three times each year with 
issues in February, June and October.  Contributions to the Newsletter are highly encouraged and should 

be submitted by the dates listed below.

AAVP Newsletter Deadlines for Submissions
Newsletter Deadline
February 2021 January 15, 2021
June 2020 May 15, 2020
October 2020 September 15, 2020

Please contact the editor with questions regarding these dates.
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